Che Jowa Publisher 


AND THE BULLETIN OF THE IOWA PRESS ASSOCIATION ‘ 
LARGE WEEKLY PANEL members are (left to right) Jack Baty, Osage Press-News; Dick 
Westerfield, West Union Union; Pat Gallagher, Belmond Independent; and Ken Sidey, Green 
field Free Press, chairman, 40th lowa Press Association convention in Des Moines, April 15. 


SEMI- AND TWIN WEEKLY panel at the state convention are (left to right) George Woolson 
Clarinda Herald-Journal; Frank Abbott, Osceola Newspapers; John Baldridge, Chariton Neu 
papers, chairman; Dwight Purcell, Hampton Newspapers; and Leo Mores, Harlan Newspaper 


NEWLY ELECTED OFFICERS of the lowa Press Association, chosen at the 40th annual con 
vention in Des Moines, April 15, are (introduced, left to right) S. E. Tennant, Colfax Tribune 
vice-president; Willard D. Archie, Shenandoah Sentinel, secretary; Lloyd McCutcheon, Sibley 
Gazette-Tribune, president; and J, C. Moore, Winterset Madisonian, treasurer. 
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Newspaper Contest 
Winners Announced 


Winners of the 1955 lowa Press asso- 
cation newspaper contest announced at 
the Des Moines convention were as fol 
lows: 

GENERAL EXCELLENCE 

Class I: (Semi- and twin weeklies.) 
Tie for first between Denison Bulletin 
and Review and the Algona Upper Des 
Moines, Third place, tic between the Jet 
ferson Herald and the Decorah Journal 
and Public Opinion. Honorable mention 
Grinnell Herald-Register 

Class Il: Weeklies, cities of over 1400 
population, First, the Montezuma Repub 
lican; second, The Adel News; third, the 
Sun. Honorable 
Grove Pioneer-Record 

Class Il: Weeklies, towns under 1400 
population, First, Seymour Herald; sec 
ond, Keosauqua Register; third, the Hol 
stein Advance 


Laurens mention, Ida 


Honorable mention to the 
Gladbrook Tama Northern and Alta Ad 
vertiser 

Class IV: Weeklies, towns under 800 
Virst, the Lakota Review; second, Anthon 
Herald; third, Pierson Progress. Wonor 
able mention, Hopkinton Leader 

Daily Division: First, the Spencer Re- 
porter; second, Centerville 
third, Charles City Press 
mention, Cherokee Times. 

Senvick TO Fish AND 
CAME CONSERVATION 

Daily Division: First, Marshalltown 
Times-Republican; second, Creston 
News-Adverstiser, 

Weekly Division: First, Armstrong 
Journal; second, Logan Herald-Observer; 
Honorable mention: Hopkinton Leader 

Best Apventisinc 

First, Eldora Herald-Ledger and In 

dex, Ladies day 


lowegian, 
Honorable 


promotion, second, 
Jefferson Bee, “Susie Goes Shopping”; 
Third, Madrid Register News, “Leonard 
and Viola do Xmas Shopping Early,” 
Honorable mention to Marengo Pioneer- 
Republican and Harlan News-Advertiser, 
COMMUNITY SERVICE 

First, Harlan Tribune and News 
Advertiser; second, What Cheer Patriot- 
Chronicle; third, tie between Eldora 
Herald-Ledger and Index and Forest 
City Summit. Honorable mention, Bur 
lington Hawk-Eye Gazette, the Esther 
ville Daily News and the Stanton Viking 

1954 June Damy Monti 

First, Waverly Newspapers, Carl F. 
and Fred C, Grawe; second, Traer Star 
Clipper, Cee Martin co-publisher; third, 
Garner Leader & Signal, C. D. Elling; 
fourth, Buffalo Center Tribune, Geo. A, 
Carman 

Senvick TO AGKICUL TUNE 

First, Grinnell Herald-Register; second, 
Garner Leader & Signal; third, Oakland 
Acorn, Honorable mention, Denison Re- 
view, Forest City Summit, 
Star-Clipper 

Layour AND Design Conresr 

First, Independence Bulletin-Journal, 
Independence, lowa. Second, 
Bulletin, Denison, lowa. Third, 
City Summit, Forest City, Iowa. 

GeNnenaL Typocnariy 

First, The Laurens Sun, Laurens, lowa 


and Traer 


Denison 
Forest 


Second, The Buffalo Center Tribune, 
Buffalo Center, lowa. Third, Forest City 
Summit, Forest City, lowa Honorable 
mention, The Algona Upper Des Moines, 
Algona, lowa, The Pella Chronicle, Pella, 
lowa. 
T YPOGRAPHICAL 
Pocahontas 


IMPROVEMENT 
Record-Democrat for im- 
provement in Head Dress; The Seymour 
Herald for improvement in General 
Make-up and Press work; the Jefferson 
Bee and Herald, for improvement in 
Head Dress; the Stanton Viking for im- 
provement in Head Dress; the Gladbrook 
Tama Northern for improvement in Gen- 
eral Make up 
Use or ILLUSTRATIONS 

First, Pella Chronicle, Pella, lowa. Sec- 
ond, Red Oak Express, Red Oak, Towa. 
Third, Jefferson Bee, Jefferson, 
Honorable Mention, Keosauqua 
Buren County Register. 

WoMEN’s News 

Dailies: First, lowa City Press-Citizen. 
Second, Spencer Daily Reporter. 

Weeklies: First, Harlan News-Adver- 
tiser. Second, Seymour Herald. Third, 
Jefferson Herald. 

EprroniaL Awanp WINNERS 

Weeklies: First, L. Dale Ahern, De- 
corah Public Opinion. Honorable men- 
tion: W. R. Vezina, Jr., Hartley Sentinel; 
Leo Mores, Harlan Tribune; Fred Mor- 
ain, Jefferson Herald. 

Dailies; First, Paul G. Norris, Jr., Mar 
shalltown Times-Republican. 

COLUMNS 

Dailies: First, Paul KR. Bumbarger, 
Charles City Press. Honorable mention: 
Clarence Moody, Burlington Hawk-Eye 
Gazette, Paul G. Norris, Jr., Marshall- 
town Times-Republican. 

Weeklies: First, Mary H. Estes, Ran- 
dolph Enterprise. mention: 
Bert Leck, Keosauqua Register; Russ La 
Vine (writing as “Sam Hozay”), High- 
land Park News. Des Moines, 


lowa 
Van 


lowa. 


lowa Press Women 
Make Awards 


Certificates of award were presented by 
lowa Press Women, Inc., at their spring 
meeting at Iowa State college, Ames, as 
follows 


News story in daily: 1. Mrs. C. E 
Lenox. 2. Bonnie Brown 
3. Mrs. Dixon 

News story in weekly: 1. Florence Hoidah|l, 
Mount Vernon. 2. Violet Lundquist, Anthon 
3. Bess Hewitt, Riceville. 4. Mrs, Cochran 

Editorial in weekly: 1. Jean Olson, Story 
City, 2. Violet Lundquist, 3. Florence Hoi- 
dahl 


Dixon 
Perry, two awards 


Feature in daily: 1. Patty Johnson. 2. Mrs 
Dorothy Pownall, Iowa City, two awards 
3. Jeannette Stein, Ottumwa 


Feature in weekly: 1 2. 3. Grace Ellis, 
Marengo 

Historical or biographical: 1. Mary Ellen 
Kelly. 2. Jeannette Stein. 3. Dorothy Pown- 


all 

Interpretive: 1. Jeannette Stein 
Mooar, Newton 3 Mrs Pear! 
Mount Pleasant 

Critical: 1, Patty Johnson 
ham, Davenport 

Fashions: 1. Dorothy 

Home furnishings: | 
Dorothy Pownall 

Special article: Lois Jacobs 

Interview: 1. Bertilla Hogendorn. 2. Iva 
Roorda, Knoxville. 3. Dorothy Pownall and 
Marie Ross, Bystander, Des Moines 

Promotion in newspaper: 1. Bertilla Hog- 
endorn. 2. Frances Schaper, Pierson, and 
Esther Dixon. 3. Pearl Cochran and Violet 
Lundquist 

Column in daily: 1 
Jeannette Stein. 

Column in weekly: 1. 
Grace Ellis. 3. Mrs 


2. Edith 
Cochran, 


2. 3. Ina Wick- 


Pownall. 
Florence Hoidahl. 2. 


Pearl Cochran, 2. 3 


Frances Schaper. 2 
Leslie Hull, Waukon, 


Column in magazine: 1. Patty Johnson 
Women’s department, Sunday: 1. Patty 
Johnson 

Women’s department, daily: 1. 2. 3. Doro- 
thy Pownall. 

Women's department, weekly: 1. Marie 
Ross. 

Weekly edited by woman: 1. Laverne Hull 
Special edition edited by woman, daily: 


Jeannette Stein 
Special edition edited by woman, weekly: 
Bertilla Hogendorn. 2. Florence Hoidah! 
Marie Ross. 
Magazine edited by woman: 1. Bess Hewitt 
Adult poetry: 1. Dorothy Pownall, 2. Mar- 
ce'la Rossiter. 3. Sandra Ames, Earlham, and 
Esther Dixon 

Juvenile in newspaper: 1. Ina Wickham. 2 
Marcella Rossiter 

Display advertising in daily: 1. Patty John- 
son. 2. Pearl Cochran. 

Display advertising in weekly: 1. Grace 
Ellis and Bertilla Hogendorn. 2, Grace Ellis. 
3. Bertilla Hogendorn 

Photography, news picture in paper: 1. 2 
Bertilla Hogendorn. 3, Esther Dixon. 

Feature picture in newspaper: 1 
Hogendorn. 2. Esther Dixon. 3 
Radio and television: 1. 


Bertilla 
Marie Ross. 
Esther Dixon. 


JUSTRITE ENVELOPES 


The Printer’s Exclusive Line 


Over 
85 
standard 
varieties 


Unusual 

Envelopes 
a 

Specialty! 


Write for Price 
List PR-5-8 


oe. STATES ENVELOPE CO. 


E 4th St, St Paul, Minn 


From our testimonials: 


‘S15 new subscribers’ 


satisfaction’ . . ‘a good job’ 


information. 


‘signally successful’ 
‘complete satisfaction’ 


Your newspaper too can benefit from our 
PROVEN methods of circulation gains. 


Make us prove it. Write or call us today for more testimonials and complete 


EDWARDS CIRCULATION COMPAN 


‘highly satisfactory’ ‘utmost 


‘710 new subscribers’ 


Hazleton, lowa 
Phone 2751 
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Veteran Newspaperman 


Elected IPA President 


Lloyd A. McCutcheon, publisher of 
the Sibley 


elected president of the Iowa Press 


Gazette-Tribune, was 


association at the 1955 convention in 
Des Moines April 14, 15 and 16. 

McCutcheon was born at Mount 
Vernon, lowa. He attended the pub 
lic schools, high school and was grad 
uated from Cornell College in 1926. 

Since the death of his father in 
1925, he has been active in news 
paper work, After graduation he went 
to LeMars to work for James C. Gil 
lespie on the advertising end of the 
LeMars Sentinel. Later he worked for 
a suburban paper at Rockville Centre, 
Long Island. 

In 1931 Lloyd and his brother, 
James McCutcheon, purchased the 
Osceola Sibley, 
lowa. This was consolidated with the 
Sibley Gazette, owned by W. W. 
Overholser. 


County Tribune, 


He has been manager of the 
Gazette-Tribune since that time, 
while his brother published the 
Hawkeye-Record in Mount Vernon. 
He purchased his brother's interest at 
Sibley in 1946 and sold his interest 
in the Mount Vernon newspaper. In 
1954 he bought the interest of W. W. 
Overholser. 

Lloyd married Helen Fox of Sibley 
in 1933. They have one son, James 


R., a sophomore in high school. Lloyd 


is a member of Rotary, the Congre 
gational church and Sigma Delta Chi 


LLOYD A. McCUTCHEON 


He is also a member of the Masonic 


order and a Shrines 


Pilot-Tribune Is Host 
To Girl Scout Troop 


A troop of Brownies and their lead 
ers were conducted on a tour of the 
Storm Lake newspaper plant recently 
The Pilot-Tribune ran a picture of the 


girls in its April 7 issue 


ASSOCIATION 


NUMBER 5 


Registrants Top 
Previous Record 


Forty years old and going strong 
the lowa Press association broke at 
tendance records at its annual con 
vention in Des Moines April l4, 15 
and 16. More papers than ever before 
216, were registered, and there were 
304 persons at the noon luncheon, an 
Attendance at the 


annual banquet was 536 


other record 


This was the association's 40th 
annual convention, The first was held 
in Des Moines in’ February, 1916 
when the association Wiis one 
old. The organization was started at 
meetings in Des Moines Keb 1] and 
12, 1915 

This year's program followed a 


familian pattern mens and women’s 


dinners Thursday night, then are 


ception and registration; election of 


olficers Friday morning the pst 
presidents’ luncheon and awards. of 
prizes; sectional clinics in the after 
noon; the annual banquet and mastes 
editor-publisher awards Friday night 
members breakfast Saturday morn 
ing; the closing session; the annual 
meeting of the lowa Press Advertising 
service, the directors’ meeting 
NEW OF FICEHS ELECTED 

The association elected Lloyd A 
McCutcheon of the Sibley Gazette 
Tribune president added FE. Wes 
sel of the New London Journal to the 
board of directors and re-elected M 
B. Crabbe of the Eagle Grove Eagle 
to the board 

S. Ek. Tennant of the Colfax Tribune 
was elected vice president; Willard D 
Archie of the Shenandoah Sentinel 


recording secretary, and J. ©. Moore 
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of the Winterset Madisonian, treas- 
urer, 

Continuing on the board are Gord- 
on Aasgaard, Lake Mills Graphic; 
Leslie kK. Hull, Waukon Republican; 
John E. Feuling, New Hampton Trib- 
une, and James W, Wilson, Carroll 
Times-Herald. 

John RK. Burrows of the Belle Plaine 
Union stepped down from the ad- 
visory position, being replaced by 
Duane E. Dewel, Algona Advance, 
immediate past president. 

Don Reid continued as managing 
director, by action of the board at 
the close ot the convention. 

MASTER OK-PUBLISHERS 

Master - publisher awards 
were given to Kenneth H. Sidey, 
Greentield, Adair County Free Press; 
B. Watt, Grinnell Herald-Register, 
and L. O. Brewer, Daily 


editor 


Newton 
News. 

The grand merit award of the lowa 
Press Women went to Mrs. Louise 
Sammons Freese of the Sioux City 
Journal-Tribune and Mrs. Vernon 
Lundquist of the Anthon Herald. 
HOSTS FORK ENTERTAINMENT 

The Greater Des Moines committee 
was host at the annual banquet, as 
has been its custom from the time the 
lowa Press association was founded. 

The annual buffet dinner for pub- 
lishers Thursday evening was by 
courtesy of the Western Newspaper 
union and the U.S. Brewers founda- 
tion, 

The ladies Thursday evening were 
dinner guests of the Butler Paper 
company, the Register and Tribune, 
Samuel Bingham Son Manufacturing 
company, the Mergenthaler corpora- 
tion, the Capitol Printing Ink com 
pany and the Carpenter Paper com- 
pany, 

The open house Thursday evening 
was by courtesy of the lowa Dairy 
Industry commission. 

PELLS OF VIRGIN ISLANDS 

Speaker at the Friday evening ban- 
quet was Archie Alexander, governor 
of the Virgin islands. The Virgin 
islands were purchased by the United 
States for $25,000,000 and are ad 
ministered by the department of the 
interior, Governor Alexander describ- 
ed the problems involved in setting 
up an economical and efficient gov 
ernment and told of the improvements 
in education and other services under- 
taken. Alexander is a former Des 
Moines engineer, contractor, and ath- 
lete. 
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THREESOME AT RECEPTION are, from left, M. B. Crabbe of the Eagle Grove 
Eagle, who was re-elected to the board of directors; James W. McCutcheon, Mount 


Vernon Hawkeye Record, past president 


Anchor, past president, 


and Leon S. Barnes of the Northwood 


Dewel Opens Meeting; 
Young Makes Talk on 
‘Simplified Mailing’ 


President Duane E. Dewel called 
the opening session to order Friday 
morning and gave his annual report. 
This was to the effect that the associ- 
ation was in good financial condition 
and had made good headway in mat- 
ters of legislation. Then he surrender- 
ed the chair to Vice-president Lloyd 
McCutcheon and went over to the 
statehouse to attend to his duties as 
state senator and floor leader. 

FOR SIMPLIFIED MAILING 

Ralph Young, publisher of — the 
Marion Sentinel, presented “an oppos- 
ing view of simplified mailing.” He 
said he had been the lone opponent 
of the policy of the board of directors 
in its campaign against so-called 
“junk” mailing, and had been invited 
by the board to present his views. 
He mentioned that his firm did a lot 
of direct mail printing, but his main 
argument was that the newspapers 
were asking the government to give 
them a lift while at the same time 
objecting to the activities of competi- 
tors who paid their own way. He said 
that if all the newspapers paid a 
cent and a half a copy for mailing 
they would wipe out the deficit of the 
post office department. 

“We should think more about im- 
proving our rather than 
worrying about the man who is im- 
proving his,” he said. 


product 


When Young invited arguments 
there was no response, except that 
Bruce Bye of the Holstein Advance 
said that relief from junk mailing had 
gone only half way, and should be 
extended to rural delivery. The prob 
lem was discussed later in the day at 
the small newspaper clinic and Bye 
introduced a_ resolution which was 
seconded and passed, asking that the 
directors continue their efforts against 
junk mailing. 

Don Reid prefaced his report as 
managing director by saying that he 
would not discuss Young's arguments, 
but that newspapers did not need to 
apologize for their second class mail 
rate, 

STRENGTH IN SOLIDARITY 

Remarking on the lowa_ Press 
association’s 40th anniversary, Reid 
said the strength of the association re- 
sulted from the complete solidarity of 
its membership. This was an advan 
tage in the legislative program, and 
even in the field of national adver- 
tising the papers had grown closer to- 
gether. 

The problem in advertising, he 
said, was to get advertising back to 
the newspapers and away from radio 
and TV. 

The legislative program had_ in- 
cluded four measures, as follows: Re- 
quiring two years for establishment 
of a legal newspaper; requiring check- 
ers to notify the newspapers on com- 
pletion of an audit on public accounts; 
providing for publishing the primary 
ballots; and requiring publication of 
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the delinquent personal property tax 
lists. 

“Opportunities in lowa beef month” 
were presented by Ken Fulk, of the 
lowa Beet Producers association, 
assisted by Dale Merrill, publisher of 
the Ida Grove Pioneer-Record. The 
Pioneer-Record’s lowa beef month 
special edition had 2,100 inches of 
advertising. 

GIVES POINTS ON LIBEL 

Hedo Zacherle, assistant counsel for 
the Register and Tribune company, 
discussed fundamentals of the law of 
libel. Many states, he said, have not 
defined libel by statute. The Iowa sta 
tute has been used all over the 
country. 

Protections against libel are truth, 
privilege and fair comment. 

Invasion of privacy is a relatively 
new doctrine in this country. It refers 
to the right of a private citizen to live 
privately. If voluntarily or involun 
tarily he becomes a member of the 
cast of a public event, he loses his 
right of privacy. It is not a right that 
has been recognized in Iowa; the 
question has not come up. 

Court petitions are not privileged 
for the very reason that they can be 
withdrawn. When the court. takes 
action on a petition, then it becomes 
privileged. 

Zacherle closed with a warning that 
although the printing of pictures of 
coins is now permitted it is still dan 
gerous to publish pictures of paper 
money. 


Daily Clinic Discusses 
Increased Ad Rates, 
Circulation Problems 


A wide range of topics came up 
for discussion in the daily newspaper 
clinic held during the convention of 
the Iowa Press association in Des 
Moines. Some 30 editors and publish- 
ers were present. 

Two of the publishers reported 
they encountered virtually no_resis- 
tance or objection when they in- 
creased advertising rates recently. 
Several voiced preference for iden- 
tical rates for general and retail ad- 
vertising. 

Nearly all said that mail subscrip- 
tions are harder to hold. One success 
ful plan described for getting re- 
newals was that of making a tele 
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phone call to the subscriber, either 
local or long distance, on the day of 
expiration, and suggesting that pay 
ment be made on the next trip to 
town. 

Opinion was well divided in the 
group as to the advisability of run- 
ning television programs without 
charge. Experience with the plan of 
newspaperboys gathering oleomar 
garine coupons was also well divided. 

Attention was called to instances 
where independent grocers in some 
neighborhoods have combined their 
advertising and shared the expense, 
sometimes with a wholesale house 
preparing the ad and making pay 
ment. 

There was expression by one pub 
lisher for revamping state printing to 
avoid duplication and over-lapping. 

Panel members were Willard D. 
Archie, Shenandoah Sentinel, chair- 
man; James W. Wilson, Carroll Times 
Herald; Lloyd Brewer, Newton Daily 
News. 


Small Weekly Clinic 
Considers Problem of 
Radio Competition 


A major topic under discussion at 
the meeting of the small weekly clinic 
Friday afternoon was the problem of 
meeting the competition of a weekly 
radio program directed at your com 
munity. Ed Stearns, chairman of the 
panel and publisher of the Inwood 
Herald, related his experience when 
he was faced with such competition. 

Stearns admitted that his first in 
clination was to fight, but he later 


decided it was better to capitalize on 
the interest in the new program. He 
became its master of ceremonies and 
later had his daughter and others 
take the job. Stearns said that he has 
given complete cooperation (even to 
selling radio ads on occasion) and the 
association has proved mutually pro- 
fitable. 

There was considerable discussion 
from the floor after Stearns’ talk 

W. R. Vezina, J! of the Hartley 
Sentinel raised the question of wheth 
er a newspaper should pay sales tax 
on engravings. It was also discussed 
whether or not a printer who sells 
commercial announcements to a 
school for redistribution can charge 
sales tax. There was a difference of 
opinion on this point. 

Henry Africa reported on the ap 
prentice training program at the State 
University of lowa. He emphasized 
the fact that at any time he would be 
happy to give a complete and honest 
opinion of any man who had passed 
through the training program. He re 
ported that 13° trainees would be 
available after the first of June. There 
are 12 openings in the fall class 

Carl Cassidy of the Lime Springs 
Herald reported on the use of inex 
pensive souvenirs as premiums for 
over-the-counter subscription — pay 
ments. He said that he had used a 
variety of fifteen cent items ranging 
from plastic measuring scoops to 
piggy banks. He reported that re 
sponse had been excellent and that 
he considered them a good invest 
ment 

Bruce Bye of the Holstein Advance 
recommended that the board of di 


Friday evening reception 


TWO PAST PRESIDENTS of the association, Larry B 
Register (left) and Carl Sexauer of the Ogden Keporter 


Watt of the Grinnell Werald 
settle a nice question at the 
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; 


rectors pass a resolution urging con- 
gress to rescind the ruling allowing 
junk mail to be delivered on rural 
routes. The motion was made, sec- 
onded, and passed by the assembly. 

The question of whether there was 
any advantage in changing to a 11% 
em column was also discussed. The 
consensus was that unless there was 
great necessity to narrow the width of 
the column in 


order to get more 


columns with present press equip 
ment, it is advisable to stick to the 12 
em measure, 

Approximately 75 persons attend- 
ed the session. 
Ed Stearns, Inwood 
man, Jj. R. 
Gazette; W. H. 
Resort; 
Herald, 


Panel members were 
Herald, chair- 
Armstrong, Collins 
Hunter, Lake 
Carl Cassidy, Lime Springs 


View 


Twice-a-Week Editors 
Talk About Advertising 
Sales and Distribution 


The panel of semi-weeklies and 
twin weeklies was conducted by John 
Baldridge of the 


papers, chairman; 


Chariton news 
Leo Mores, Harlan 
Dwight Purcell, Hamp 


ton newspapers; 


newspapers; 
Woolson, 
Clarinda Herald-Journal, and Frank 
Abbott, Osceola newspapers. 


George 


The first question discussed was 
the “no flowers” request in a story of 
a death. Should the editor run this 
phrase to please the family or leave it 
out to please the florists? Opinion was 
just about evenly divided. 

Another question was what to do 
after a county or city or school board 
audit. Baldridge said his papers do 
not publish unless the audit reveals 
errors subject to prosecution; if the 
audit reveals errors caused by stupid 
ity or mistake, they avoid 
pointing this up. Dale Ahern of the 
Decorah newspapers made the point 


honest 


that it is newsworthy when public of- 
ficials are doing a good job, and 
editors ought to note that fact when 
Other editors 
agreed that they would publish any 
account of mistakes in fiseal proced 
ures as revealed by the audits. 


auditors point it out. 


There was considerable discussion 
on Weekly Newspaper Representa 
tives. Baldridge pointed out that the 
WNR was started on the premise that 
it would only solicit new accounts, 
but that the WNRE has since apparent- 


ly changed this policy. Paul Smith of 
Rock Rapids, 
WNR, then explained some of the 
WNR problems, noting that billings 
through WNR last year were 23% 
greater than they were in 1953, 


who is president o! 


“You've got to make calls if you 
Smith said. He 
noted that under the present agree- 
ment the WNR cannot go after slip 
ping accounts. He said he thinks this 
policy must be changed. 


want to make sales, 


Smith also reported on the Kemp 
study of eight weeklies, which showed 
that many weekly newspapers have 
readership of 40 to 50 percent on 
national ads, This information is now 
being used to go after food, cigaret 
and detergent accounts, Smith said. 

“The biggest problem is the pub- 
lishers Smith added, 
commenting that the advertising 
agencies say that the weeklies must 
put their own houses in order. 


themselves,” 


There was some discussion on the 
necessity to send more students to 


journalism school, Discussing — the 


benefits of school 
journalist to the summer workshop at 
the State University of lowa, Abbott 
said that he had noted definite im- 
provement this year in the high school 
page published in his paper, which 
he attributed to the fact that his paper 
had financed attendance at the 1954 
workshop by the student who was to 
be editor during the 1954-55 school 
year. 


sending a high 


On getting a more even distribution 
of advertising between the two edi- 
tions on the semi-weekly or twin 
weekly newspaper, one editor said he 
has been successful in talking na- 
tional advertisers into switching to 
the early week edition; he has 
achieved this primarily by talking to 
local dealers. It was noted that mer 


chants will have a longer selling 
period by advertising early in the 
week. Baldridge said that it was es 
pecially worth while to get a few 
grocery ads going early in the week; 
“where the grocery ads go, the others 
will go.” Charles H. J]. Mitchell of 
Brookings, $.D., noted that he pub 
lished his paper on Sunday and Wed- 
nesday, the result being that the ad. 
vertising load is now split 60-40 in 
stead of 80-20 as it used to be. The 
Sunday paper is printed Saturday 
afternoon. 

The advisability of paying bonuses 


to advertising managers was dis- 


cussed, Jefferson pays a flat salary 
one $7.50 for each 100 inches more 
than the inches sold the same month 
in the preceding year, and assesses no 
Another publishe r pays $2.50 


for every 100 inches over 3,100 inches 


re nalty. 
(including board procedures, legal 
advertising—everything paid, whether 
or not the advertising manager had 
anything to do with it) and assesses 
nO ilty. 

Mitchell urged that twin weeklies 
should press for identification separate 
from weekly newspapers in WNR and 
other listings. 


Large Weeklies Say 
Beat Shopper with 
Preventative Medicine 

Panel members at the large weekly 
Kenneth Sidey, 
Greenfield Free Press, chairman; Dick 
Westerfield, 
Gallagher, 


group clinic were 
West Union Union; Pat 
Belmond 
Jackson N. Baty, 


Independent; 
Osage Press News. 

The primary subject of discussion 
during the clinic was how to com- 
pete against a shopper. 

Most towns of 2,500 or more have 
a shopper of some sort, and news- 
papers employ a variety of plans to 
oppose this competition. There was 
general agreement that it is much 
easier (and smarter) to keep a shop- 
per out of your field than to get rid 
of it after it has become established. 

Papers often put out their own 
shopper as insurance. However, it 
was suggested that the issuance of 
shopper by a newspaper publisher 
might be taken as an admission that 
his coverage was weak. It was con- 
cluded that if there is a demand for 


a shopper, the newspaper should sup- 


ply it. Then there is little chance for 
an outsider to come in. 
Dick Westerfield 
perience he has had 
turtles and 


described ex- 
with 

tables and 
galley dumps when the group began 
an exchange of ideas on home-made 
equipment. Westerfield had _ the 
equipment constructed with wheels, 
to make it easier to move. 


mobile 
home-made 


There was considerable discussion 
of the chances for profit from the 
sale of prints of pictures that appear 
in the paper. Some publishers report- 
ed sale of 


pictures running into 


thousands of dollars annually. 
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SMALL WEEKLY PANEL 

From left: J. R. Armstrong, Collins 
Gazette; Ed Stearns, Inwood Herald 
chairman; Carl Cassidy, Lime Springs 
Herald; W. K. Hunter, Lake Vieu 
Resort 


REGISTRATION CREW 

Mrs. S. E. Tennant (left, at table), Wan 
da Scott and Marilyn Owen enjoy a 
breathing spell as Carl Sexauer of the 
Ogden Reporter affixes his badge 


IOWA DAILY PRESS 
Panel members, left to right, are James 
W. Wilson, Carroll Times-Herald; Wil 
lard D. Archie, Shenandoah Sentinel! 
chairman; Lloyd Brewer, Newton Daily 


News 


YOUNG TAKES HIS STAND 
Publisher of the Marion Sentinel presents 
lone argument against association's police 7] 
of opposing distribut‘on of unaddressed 
matter in the mails, as Vice-President 

Lloyd A. McCutcheon presides 


=e } 
: 
‘ 
bil 
a “¢ ¢ 
| 
. 
4 
ag ‘ < by 


THOMAS D. MURPHY 
gadgets build good will 


Needham Holds Clinic 
On Publishers’ Problems 
With Legal Publications 


Sherm Needham, 
conducted his usual clinic on legal 


state printer, 
publications, One question that came 
up was the problem of two papers 
printed in the same shop for distribu 
tion in different towns. Needham ex 
plained that the place of publication 
is where the newspaper is entered as 
second class mail, and not where it is 
printed, However, if the paper does 
not have second class entry in the 
town where it is circulated it still can 
be an official paper under the pro 
vision that a paper of general circula 


tion in the town can be used. 


Needham said that papers still were 
overlooking the requirement that in 
the delinquent tax lists each 40 acre 
tract must be listed as a separate item, 
In council proceedings, bills allowed 
must inchide the name, the service, 
and the amount. This matter cannot 
he padded, but it must be itemized, 
each must be listed separately, 


He urged use of the diagram of 
different kinds of matter on page 8 


of the official book. 
8 


Office Supply Business 
Proves Profi:able When 
Handled Systematically 


“Handling an office supply depart- 
ment” was a panel discussion by Alvin 
Smit of the Alta Advertiser, Lawrence 
Jaqua of the Humboldt newspapers, 
Richard Knowles of — the 
newspapers, and Elmer Taylor of the 


Denison 


Traer Star-Clipper, at the Saturday 
morning session. 

Typewriters and adding machines 
were mentioned in particular, and the 
sale of 39 machines in a year in a 
town of 1,500 was reported. In cases 
where the machines are not in stock 
the shop can arrange for cooperation 
with dealers in the larger cities. 

Card files should be kept on every 
machine and This 


every customer, 


JOHN VANDERLINDEN 
prizes for subscriptions 


will be particularly valuable when 


machines formerly sold are traded in 


for new ones. 

Machine rentals came in for discus 
sion. One policy suggested was to al- 
low the customer all the rental in- 
come from a machine sold as a used 
machine, 

Another approach was to sell new 
machines on a rental basis. 

Membership in the lowa Office 
Machine Dealers association and the 
national association was recom 
mended. 

In small items the plant can sell 
“everything not available in a dime 
store or a drugstore.” Mark-ups are 
high, and such wares were described 
as especially profitable. 

A blanket insurance policy on all 
machines was recommended. 


BOOSTERS FOR CIRCULATION 

“Let's talk about circulation,” was 
the topic of John Vanderlinden of the 
Northwood Anchor and George De 
Ford of the Dallas County News. 
Vanderlinden described a system ol 


circulation contests through — the 
a TV set, bicy 


cles, athletic equipment, and so forth. 


sciools. Prizes were 


Also such prizes as Teddy bears and 
cash commissions made it possible for 
every participant to receive some 
thing. For new subscriptions, 1,000 
po'nts were allowed, and for renewals 
250. The cost of 178 new subscrip 
tions was $366, being $2.06 each. 
The 434 renewals cost $184, which 
was 42 cents each. The schools liked 
the contests and asked to be informed 
about them in the spring so they could 


prepare for them as fall activity. 


Outside counter sales were started 
by the Dallas County News when a 
druggist asked for papers to sell on 
Saturday nights. This was followed by 
a competing drugstore, then a food 
market and other groceries, and then 
extended into other towns. These sales 
stimulated subscriptions and the of- 
fice sales did not drop. Counter sales 
now total 400 a week. The selling 
price is 10 cents a copy, 5 cents going 
to the dealer. Sales were stimulated 


GEORGE DeFORD 
racks sell papers 
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by use of a metal rack purchased for 
$3.58 from a western dealer. 


GADGETS HELP GOOD WILL 


“A few ideas on public relations,” 
were presented by Thomas D. Mur- 
phy of the Red Oak Express. Much of 
his presentation was in the form of ex 
hibits, with explanations of how they 
were used. Placards bearing admoni 
tions to industry, warnings of tire 
hazards, ete., are distributed to po 
tential users. A pocket edition of an 
income tax booklet has proved popu- 
lar. A weather board with a barometer 
and thermometer is a popular device. 
People like service stools at the coun- 
ter in the newspaper office where 
they can stop in and rest when thei 
feet are tired. A photographic contest 


tor colored slides won good attention. 


Editors, he suggested, can get 
journalism on career day programs. 
They can talk to the students, and in 
editorials and news stories they can 
point out the advantages of news 
paper work. He said the word had 
gone out that newspapers paid slave 
wages. The character of the pub- 
lisher’s own business establishment. is 
an influential factor in making journ- 
alism attractive. Papers can sell the 


idea of community journalism. 


Centennial Editions 
Subject of Talk by 
Wilbur Peterson 


How do you prepare for and pub- 
lish an anniversary edition? 

Professor Wilbur Peterson of the 
SUI school of journalism’s bureau of 
media service told delegates to the 
lowa’ Press association convention 
that the secret of success is to benefit 
by the experience of other publishers. 

Mr. Peterson drew his remarks 
from information supplied by 41 pub- 
lishers who responded to anniversary 
edition questionnaires sent out by 
the bureau of media service. All of 
the information contained in the 
replies will soon be available in book 
let form, he said, and will be sent to 
each newspaper in the state. 

The booklet, Mr. Peterson pointed 
out, “will follow very closely the 
order of our questionnaire. In_ text 
and tabular matter we will tell you 
what these centennial publishers did, 
what problems they encountered, and 


as much as possible, how they solved 
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anniversary editions 


those problems.” 

In general, papers find anniversary 
editions profitable financially, and all 
find substantial “other benefits.” Most 
of them started work on the special 
editions at least six months ahead of 
publication date, Mr. Peterson re 
ported, but nearly all felt they did 
not start work as soon as they should 
have. “They found that the editorial 
job was far bigger than they antici 
pated, that the research necessary to 
the news and feature stories was 
many times more extensive than they 
imagined and that the advertising job 
was terrific. Most of the papers 
found that they had to write most of 
the advertising copy that appeared 
in their special editions, Mr. Peterson 
said. Three of the papers wrote L004 
of the copy. 


Nearly all of the papers used stan 
dard format. About half department 
alized their editions by sections. Prob 
lems involving the storage of type and 
printed sections formed a common 


complaint. 


“The centennial edition needs more 
promotion than some of these pub 
lishers put in it—a realization that 
arrived too late in several instances 
Early promotion, and strong promo 
tion, is necessary as an aid to selling 
the advertising. Without such promo 
tion, it’s difficult to get across to ad 
vertisers such things as the need for 
extra space in this edition, the need 
for special copy in a paper of this 
type, the need for making the de 


cision on the ad, turning in the copy 


months ahead of the time it will ap 
pear in print. 

Strong promotion is needed, too, 
for selling advance copies, Mr, Peter 
son said. You need to know how many 
copies you are going to print months 
in advance—betore the first) section 
comes off the press and it’s difficult 
to convince people this early, “that 
this special edition will truly be a 
mighty fine product—a product so 
good and so important that all of 
them will want extra copies, Unless 
you do convince them, you may en 
counter a far heavier demand than 


anticipated when publication day 
does come. You mity find that you 
could sell hundreds or even thousands 
of copies that you just don't have.” 

Single copy prices ran too low, Mr. 
Peterson said, Considering the effort 
and expense involved, there were too 
many at 15 and 25 cents a copy, “On 
the other hand, with proper promo 
tion, it seems possible to do very 
well on advance orders with $1.00 
price 

In closing Mr. Peterson emphasized 
the importance of getting an early 
start. “In fact start earlier than you 


think you said. 


should start,” he 
‘Forty-one centennial publish rs give 
you this us their considered and best 


advice. 


Check for $1,005.20 
Clears up WNR Debt 


To lowa Association 
Handing a check for $1,005.20. to 
President Lloyd McCutcheon, Paul ¢ 
Smith dramatized the facet that 
Weekly New paper 
the national advertising service Wis 
now out of debt. This was the last of 
lowa Press 


while it) was 


he prese natives 


idvanced by the 
WNR 
vetting under way 

As president of WNK, Smith, who 
is publisher of the Kock Rapid Ke 
iddressed the business 
ing of the Iowa Press 


ubsidiary of the 


y 


issociation. tor 


porter meet 
Advertising 
ervice lowa Pre 
association 
“Our job,” Smith said, “is to. sell 
the weekly press as an advertising 
medium. WNRK is our only hope 
Smith urged publishers to write 
idvertisers and thank them for send 
ing their busine through WNRE. and 
to send copies of their letters to the 


iVencies 


‘We will have to revise our think 


| / ts 
9 ‘ 


ing on what is new business and what 
is old,” he thinking, he 
urged, should be not on what is new 


said, The 


but on what Is anh Increase, As a re- 
sult of experience with the Plymouth 
account, Dodge is coming back to the 
newspapers, and Dodge trucks will 
do likewise. This is because WNK as 
sumes the burden. 

WNRK will welcome suggestions of 
accounts, Smith said. The organiza 
tion is beginning to get men out to 
make calls, and calls result in new 
business. 

MUST SELL JOURNALISM 

Director Leslie G. Moeller of the 
school of journalism at the State Uni- 
versity of lowa told the publishers 
that if young 
people to continue coming into their 


plants they would have to keep up a 


they wanted good 


selling campaign. The trend of young 
people into journalism has been going 
down for five years, he said. It was 
up three or four per cent last year 
but not up as much as the percentage 
of increase in enrollment. 

National 


Kditorial association might consider 


He suggested that the 


on a nation-wide level putting out a 


booklet on the advantages of journ- 
alism as a career. He spoke of the 
work being done by Lester Benz as a 
field 


students. He also mentioned 


journalism man among high 
school 
the university's high school workshop 


project. 


Moment of Silence 
Observed for 
Departed Friends 


Don Reid, speaking for the necrol- 
ogy committee, presented a list of 
lowa newspapermen and women who 
died during the past year. Delegates 
to the convention stood and observed 
a moment of silence in their memory. 

Among those listed were: Dana D. 
Briggs, former publisher, Schaller 
Herald; Mrs. Mabel Shaw, president 
of B. F. Shaw Co., owners of Webster 
City Freeman Journal, Creston News 
Advertiser, Newton News; Cliff Niles, 
former publisher of the Anamosa 
Eureka; Frank Smith, editor and co- 
publisher of the Dyersville Commer- 
cial; W. C. Richardson, publisher of 
the Keota Eagle; Ray KR. Simpson, 


of them in Iowa. 


employed. 


office jobs, 


School of Journalism 


How Far Can 


An Apprentice Go? 


Each individual determines that for himself, of course. But a look at 
the records of more than 200 trainees who have developed into good 
apprentices in the Linotype course indicates: 


Five are now editors of their own newspapers, four 
Nine are shop foremen in the plants where they are 


Eight now carry union cards. 

Seven young women have taken the course and four 
are still working in the trade, (Three of the four 
have married but work as part-time operators). 

Several are filling combination back shop and front 


Most of these people are employed on lowa newspapers. Send us the 
names of likely apprentice prospects in your community. Talk with them 
personally about entering the printing field, Have them contact us for 
detailed information about Linotype training at Lowa. 


Newspaper Production Laboratory 


lowa City, lowa 


publisher of the Mechanicsville Pio- 
neer Press and the Bennett Gazette; 
Mrs. Jean Wortman, wife of F. A. 
Wortman, publisher of Malvern 
Leader; Mrs. lrene Sidey, wife of the 
founder of the Greenfield Free Press; 
Mrs. Sammons, first 
vice-president of the Sioux City Jour- 
nal Tribune; C. C. 


Clara Perkins 
Sheaffer, former 
publisher of the Alden Times. 

Burt Kroesen, former publisher of 
the Fonda lowa 
newspapers; Ross G. Walker, former 
publisher of the Fairfield Tribune; 
Paul Anton Olson, former publisher of 
the Story City Herald; A. L. Bragg, 
former publisher of the Ruthven Free 
Press; Luther Aasgaard, former pub- 
lisher of the Forest City Republican 
and of the Nevada Representative; F. 
M. Abbott, former publisher of the 
Osceola Sentinel; Tom J. White, 
former state printer and publisher at 
Emmetsburg, Whittemore, Jefferson, 
and Monticello; Mark F. Dunlevy, 
senior partner of the Lansing Journal; 
Mark Cramer, publisher of the Den- 
ison Review; Jack DeGard, publisher 
of the Denison Bulletin; David Suth- 
erland Sr., publisher of the Monte 
zuma Republican; Mrs. Lola Oldaker 
Coffey, former co-publisher of the 
Wellman Advance; Mrs. Ed Randall, 
Spencer Reporter; |. A. Gurry of the 
Waterloo Courier. 


Times and other 


Seminar on Design 


A seminar on newspaper design will 
be held in Chicago May 23-27 under 
the sponsorship of the Mergenthaler 
Linotype Company. Gilbert P. Farrar, 
of Laguna Beach, Calif., an authority 
on newspaper styling, will conduct the 
seminar. 

Application blanks and further in- 
formation may be obtained from Mer- 
genthaler Linotype Company, 29 
Ryerson St., Brooklyn 5, N.Y. 


At.ends Meeting 

Gene Thorne, managing editor of 
the Waterloo Courier, attended the 
American Press Institute for managing 
editors and news editors at Columbia 
university in March, 


Reporter Changes Format 

The Nashua Reporter now appears 
in a tabloid format. The change was 
adopted after several months of study, 
a front page article states. 
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Up From the Minors 


How You Get on Program 


And What You Say Then 


By Don Norberg 
Editor, Monroe County News 


Here are the south three-quarters of 
the address given by Mr. Norberg at 
the Friday luncheon of the lowa Press 
association convention April 15. His 
pleasant preliminaries about Don 
Reid, managing director of the asso 
ciation, and Don Reid's equally pleas 
ant preliminaries about Don Norberg 
are omitted, not for their lack of in 
terest but primarily to save space for 
the serious purposes of life. Suffice it 
to say that Reid admitted that Nor 
berg had a nice wife and children, 
and Norberg explained his scheme for 
sending Reid to Siberia. So far as we 
ar’ concerned, one Don is as good as 
another. 

It is a privilege to be here with all 
you well adjusted citizens and/or tax- 
payers, as the case may be. 

It is a privilege I have long sought, 
because I have tired of being a writer 
writing in the wilderness. 

You see nobody reads the Monroe 
County News 

In Philadelphia, everybody reads 
the Inquirer 

In West Des Moines, everybody 
reads comic books. 

In lowa’ Falls everybody reads 
the Eldora Herald-Revister. 

But in Albia—nobody reads the 
Monroe County News. 

On Monday afternoon, when the 
News endeavors to save the world 
where do you find the readers of 
Albia? 

I know where . 

You find them in the offices of 
doctors and dentists, reading the Lit 
erary Digest 

So, several years ago, | decided the 
only way I could win recognition as a 
normal, red-blooded 100 percent 


American country boy editor was to 
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all read comic books 
find a platform and say that’s what I 
am. 

I wanted people to know | was just 
like other editors—against any form of 
juvenile delinquency that wasn't pop 
ular when I was a boy, against taxes 
against sin in’ Hollywood, and = sus 
picious of the British Empire 

I wanted people to know [ was for 
motherhood, highway safety, rain and 
sunshine for the cor and fre edom 
from television 

And—since no one was reading it 
as | wrote it—I figured a convention 
of the lowa Press association was the 
logical place to convince the averaye 
citizen back home that I am an aver 
age philosopher. 

But believe me—getting here hasn't 
been easy, 

I wrote to my congressman for a 
Do-It-Yourself-Kit on How to Influ 
ence the Board of Directors of the 
lowa Press association and its Manag 
ing Director—but he replied the kit 
had been reclassified confidential 
and junk mail. 

I knew that Duane Dewel wa 


being groomed tor the presidency of 
the association, so I took my problem 
to him 

He had a suggestion. He suggested 
| drop cle ad, 

Phat rebuff has not, however, mad 
me bitter about Mr. Dewel 

In fact, he’s the only majpority 
leadk r Ive evel loved. 

I would have absolutely no objec 
tion to including him in the Send 
Reid-to-Summer-¢ ampe-in Siberia pro 
gram 

I believe if it were generally known 
that Dewel and Reid were going to 
Russia the Des Moines Register would 
probably quit getting nasty” letters 
about Importing five Communist corn 


produc eTs 


Anvhow, back in 1948 after Lowa 
farmers had decided they couldn't 
get along without corn loans or piano 
playe rs, L asked the managing dire¢ tor 
could I make a speech to the Towa 
Press association 

He suggested that in order to avoid 
political complications we should 
wait until there was a Republican in 
the White House 

And I said, and I quote: “Sir, you 
should live SO long ; 

I never was much account as a 
prophet 

I crawled back into my ivy tower 
to write what nobody would read 
but time healed my hurt and I re 
turned to Des Moines on another 
press convention eve to repeat my 
plea for a place on the program 

Then Mr. Reid said he didn’t fee] 
I was ready for the Major leagues 

“Let me,” he said, “farm you out to 
the National Editorial association for 
experience.” 

He dispatched me to suffalo 
where | appeared on a convention 
breakfast program ind believe me 
that was an xperience 

As you step before an audience on 
the morning after the first night of a 
national convention, most of the cus 
tomers look at you with hope written 
all over their leepy faces 

hope that if they can conquer a 
glass of tomato juice, two aspirin and 
a cup of coffee, they'll live 

Few do 


A year later | returned to Mr. Reid 
ind asked: “Now, coach? 

“Not yet,” he said. He thought it 
vould be advisable for me to first 
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broaden my horizons--see more of the 
country and its people. 
He sent me to South Dakota 


I met some good Indians. 


where 


hey took me to see a statue of 


Crazy Horse that was being carved in 


a mountain... and insisted I pose for 
one of the dynamite blasts used in the 
creation of the chief's horse. 

However, to see my part of the 
monument you have to go around on 
the other side of the mountain. 


Another year rolled 
once again | showed up at the Shops 


around, and 


building. 
“Now 
This time he had a spot for me in 
“You go out to 


coach?” 


a double-A league. 

Oregon,” he said, “and tell the Oregon 

Publishers association how to publish 

newspapers. 

| explained | was not a publishes 
that I didn’t know how to make like 
a publisher. 

But Mr. Reid said if I were going 
to insist upon knowing something 
about the subjects he gave me, we 
would be fighting a lost cause and 
he would resign as my agent. 


So I went to Oregon and had a real 
nice time—because | quickly learned 
Oregon publishers didn’t give a 
whoop about publishing newspapers 

What they gave a whoop about was 
Dick Neu 
berger, who was seeking a seat in the 
United States senate, 

They were so put out with Mr, 
Neuberger I asked a guy if Mr. Neu 
berger were a Communist. 

“Worse than that,” 
“he’s a Democrat. What are you?” 
Methodist. They 


defeating a guy named 


the man said, 


I said I was a 
haven't paid me yet. 


And, speaking of pay, Mr. Reid 
really fixed me up 

Good. 

He arranged for the NEA to pay 
my Buffalo expenses, but he over 
looked Dorothy's, 

Dorothy, to whom I am related by 
marriage, went along so she could 
show me Niagara Falls. 

She had seen the 


20 years earlier. 


Falls on oul 
honeymoon 

I wasn't able to make the trip then. 
By the time her parents, her sister and 
uncle and aunt piled into that model 
T there wasn't room for me. 


Confidentially 1 don't believe she 


12 


wanted me along on our honeymoon. 
J think Dorothy had been talking to 
that snooker professor. 


And when I went to South Dakota, 
Mr. Reid assured me my hosts would 
prove most generous—and they were. 

Albia is now the only town in Lowa 
where wampum is legal tender. 

In Oregon they paid me off in old 
Wayne Morse buttons— 
which I have added to the collection 
of blood, sweat and day-after-election 
tears acquired in campaigns with Al 
Loveland, Guy Gillette, Herschel 
Loveless, young Clyde Herring and 
others too numerous to mention. 


campaign 


Anyhow, it has been a long, hard 
struggle—this business of getting to 
make an appearance before the con- 
vention of the lowa Press association, 

How I finally turned the trick on 
this fifteenth day of April, 1955, is 
actually very simple, however. 

Mr. Reid couldn't book me_ into 
either Quemoy or Matsu. 

That’s the how of it. 

The why of it is more complicated. 

What can I possibly say to influ 
ence. inspire and educate such an 
influential, inspirational and educated 
group as this? 

Nothing—that — snooker professor 
was probably right when he classi 
fied me as not very bright. 

But the fact I have nothing to say 
never discourages me. Back in 1932, 
when Kenneth Baldridge said 1 could 
he on his payroll, I heard him whisper 
to Bill Allender: “This kid doesn’t 
seem to have much sense, but he’s got 
stamina and if there’s anything 
a Democratic writer needs in lowa 
stamina is it,” 

So I want to make just three obser 
vations, right from the bottom of my 
stamina, 

First: 

Anyone who doesn’t have fun in 
the newspaper field ought to get out 
4 it. If you can't laugh your way 
through its frustrations, you should 
see Mr. Hoegh about a job doing re- 
writes of attorney generals’ opinions. 


It is all right for an editor, I think, 
to take the problems of his communi- 
tv, his state and his world seriously 
because many of them are serious 
problems. 

But he shouldn't take himself that 
way. There was only one Atlas. 

Second: 


A newspaper, like a man, does not 
live by bread alone. Certainly it must 
make friends, and make money— 
those are the keys to survival. But it 
and find 
it blessed to give as well as receive. 

Those are two of the keys to the 


kingdom. 


must also make enemies . . 


The greatest contributions to the 
stature of the press in our time are 
being made by men and women who 
have tossed right out the window the 
old adage that the community news- 
paper should look away from local 
politics and religion, 

And, finally: 

I believe survival of the community 
newspaper ... in the face of threats 
from television, free sheets, the post 
office department and Republican or 
Democratic administrations . . . de- 
pends primarily upon our success in 
attracting bright young men and 
women into our writing field. 

There hasn’t been a substitute for 
good writing since the press was in- 
vented, and there will never be. 

Boys and girls are no different now 
than they ever were—they are moti- 
vated by more than money ; 
although they expect and should get 
a fair poke at the stuff. 

They are attracted by creative op 
portunity—and who can give them 
more of it? 

Where but in the community news- 
paper field can one find such beauti- 
ful opportunity to build and tear apart 
and build again once or twice a week? 

To help get these youngsters we 
should set out to destroy the long- 
held illusion that to be happy with a 
community newspaper you have to 
own it, 

I know I’ve found the same security 
in the Monroe County News as Ken 
neth Baldridge—perhaps more. And 
when our obituaries are published in 
the News, it will roll again the fol- 
lowing week. Because you can’t take 
a newspaper with you, either. 

In the sessions of this convention 
you and I are talking about efficiency 
and economy and productivity and 
facing up to increasing competition. 

It is good to do that. 

But those things will pay off over 
the long haul only if the community 
press constantly increases its concern 
for the quality of its writing... and 
takes young men and women. with 
that potential into its house—and loves 
them. 


Tue lowa Pusisuer for May, 1955 


: 
| 
— 
a 
ay 
o 


Old Goat's Report 


By Duane Dewel 
Immediate Past President, 
lowa Press Association 


’ The Old Goat got bumped off at 
the convention, and his report is de 
manded by this publication, for why 
he doesn’t know except it’s traditional 
and you can't upset that. 

The Old Goat isn’t fooling himsell 
that he was such a great shakes as a 
president. He knows, as well as every 
one who has been so honored, that 
the press association is really a guy 
by the name of Don Reid. 

The president, officers and board 
members may take the bows and get 
the honor and glory, but the work of 
the association is done by Don and 
his office force. They are at it every 
day, and frankly the Old Goat wants 
to freely admit Reid told him when 
and where to jump. 

There has also been some talk 
about the work the three senators and 
house members have done in the field 
of legislation. They wouldn't have 
been able to do it without that Don 
ald Jennings Reid. 

The guy's popular with the legis 
lators too, and danged if it doesn’t 
look sometimes like he was running 
that show too! 

Before the Old Goat gets complete 
ly maudlin he wants to go on public 
record that it was a honor to serve 
under Reid, and that in his book Reid 
is Mr. Press Association. 

The Old Goat will now return to his 
usual revolting self and confess that 
the association came out this year in 
the black despite everything the Old 
Goat could do to spend the moolah, 

While we're not rich as corporations 
go we have enough so that we'll be 
reasonably sure of not starving to 
death. The advertising department o! 
this institution placed some $256,000 
worth of business your way this last 
year. 

Also some things were passed in 
the legislature that will bring in some 
green stuff for you as the publications 
are made and will also help in the 
newspapers’ business of keeping the 


public informed. 
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Phe Old Goat had a moist eye 
when John Burrows took the long 
walk away from the board meeting 
knowing full well that next year he'll 
walk away from the greatest gang ol 
good fellows ever. The Old Goat isn't 
going to say a danged thing either 
he won't be able. 

Any resemblance of this to what 
the Old Goat gave as his report to 
the convention is a mistake 

To all of you thanks for the best of 
memories, and may the good Lord 
bless and keep you. Be seein’ you at 


the conventions. 


Book Reviews... 


News Agencies, Their Structure and Opera 
tion, published by United Nations Education 
al, Selentifie and Cultural Organization 
(UNESCO), Paris. Available from Columbia 
University Press, 2060 Broadway, New York 
27, N.Y. $3.50. 

For many years the field of mass 
communications had need of an or 
ganization, international in scope and 
adequately financed and_ staffed, for 
basic fact-gathering analysis. 
UNESCO is filling this need hand 
somely, and already has a string of 
very useful publications to the credit 
of its press section, ranging from the 
basic “World Communications” to de 
tailed studies in such areas as inter 
national copyright. 

News Agencies, is a handbook of 
information about the international 
organizations which both gather and 
disseminate news. It contains a brief 
preliminary historical review, and 
then a highly detailed account of 
modern agencies from every impor 
tant aspect legal organization, trans 
mission facilities and instruments, 
control and regulation, and a final 
section entitled “How the General 
Public in Each Country Receives Its 
News,” which includes a breakdown 
on each country and each news serv 
ice in the world. 

Students of the international press 
and radio have had great need of this 
book for a long time, and almost any 
newsman will find it interesting for 


browsing and useful for reference. 


Newspaper Story 
Told in Section 
Of Globe-Gazette 


Phe April | issue of the Mason City 
Globe-Gazette carried a twelve page 
supplement titled “The Globe-Gazette 
Story Illustrated by 53 pictures, the 
tabloid section told the story of the 
paper under headlines such as these 
Globe-Gazette Had Humble Begin 
nings; Free Press Must Be Financially 
Sound, Gathering the News Through 
out the City; Gathering News From 
State, Nation, World; Pictures of 
Growing Importance in News Adver 
tising Has Important Role; Words Be 
come Type Via Molten Metal; Print 
ing Art Began Centuries Ago; Type 
Converted to Cylinders For Press 
Press Final Step in Producing News 
paper Newspaper Rushed to 25,000 
Subscribers 

The supplement contained me paid 


advertising. 


Outdoor Writers Meet, 
Form Association 


Fifteen newspaper, radio and maga 
zine writers organized the lowa Out 
door Writers association in a meeting 
at the Des Moines Press and Radio 
Club April } 

Officers elected were Russ Graham 
Cedar Rapids, president; Olay Smed 
al, Ames, first vice-president; Lacey 
Gee, Independence, second — vice 
pre sident and Robert Whitaker, 
Spencer, secretary-treasurer 

The writers voted to have their first 
state convention May 15 at a location 
to be decided later 


Mores Judges Contest 


For Nebraskians 

Leo Mores publisher of the Harlan 
Newspapers, was one of three judges 
of the annual Nebraska Agriculture 
Service Awards Contest in which five 
$100 prizes were given 

The other judges were George 
Jound, director of University of Ne 
braska public relations, and Cecil W 
Means, assistant to the vice president 
of the Omaha Livestock National 
sank 


aw ids wert April at 


the press conve ntion in Lineoln 
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lowa Publisher Editorial 


Looking Back 40 Years 
We See Men of Vision 


Don Reid, at the 40th annual con 
vention of the lowa Press association, 
referring to the fact of the 40th anni 
versary, said the strength of the asso 
ciation had come from the solidarity 
of the membership: not only did the 
large papers help the small ones but 
the small papers helped the large 
Ones, 

That has been true from the begin 
ning. The “liberality and enthusiasm 
of the daily newspapers of the state” 
were pointed out by Grant Caswell, 
field 


association was a year old, “and yet,” 


ploneer secretary, before the 
he added, “with no possible direct 
and tangible reward that I can see, 
other than that of the general good 
of all the papers.” 

But the small papers played their 
part, too, In fact, as was pointed out 
during the period of organization, the 
participation of the small papers was 
necessary to keep the association from 
dying of neglect. 

The association had a definite, di 
rect and vigorous program from the 
first. This was outlined by Caswell as 
follows: 

“First, the general education of the 
newspaper men and the public along 
lines of a better understanding—for a 
mental and moral and material uplift 
and advancement of the newspaper 
business as a profession, 

“Second, to secure absolute and di 
rect substantial results in the way of 
outside advertising that would more 
than offset the cost of the organiza- 
tion, 

“Third, to look after legislation, 

“Fourth, to make possible a bigger, 
better, 


state convention each year.” 


more general and valuable 


These are familiar objectives. In 
fact, the association still is working on 
them. And it need cause no dismay 
to realize that, after 40 years of ef 
fort, the tasks still are not completed, 

For these are not tasks that can be 
completed and put on the shelf as 
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finished work. These are continuing 
projects. And it is a measure of the 
clear discernment of the founders that 
they were able to put their fingers so 
specifically on the things that needed 
to be done. 

Education, for instance, is a con- 
tinuing process. Not only are there 
new problems but there are new edi- 
tors and publishers. The papers which 
were registered at the 1955 conven 
tion all had much to learn, just as did 
those registered in 1916. Also, though 
the association is to be congratulated 
on the large 1955 attendance, there 
were still many papers that were not 
represented and could have profited. 

In the quest for outside advertising, 
the forms of cooperation have evolved 
and improved through the 40. years, 
until lowa is a 


now participant 


and Jeader in a national advertising 
Weekly 


Representatives, of which Paul Smith 


organization, Newspaper 


of Rock Rapids is president. Mean 


time, however, the problem has be 


PEEL ELLE LLL LLL 
Che Jowa Publisher 


And the Bulletin of the 
Iowa Press Association 


Published monthly at Iowa City, lowa, by the 
State University of lowa School of Journalism 


Edward F. Mason, Editor 
Jere R. Hoar, Assistant Editor 
Ellis H. Newsome, Advertising Director 
Marry Ainsworth, Advertising Assistant 


Associate Editors: Don J. Reid, manager of 
the Iowa Press Association; Lloyd McCut 
cheon, Sibley Gazette-Tribune, president of 
the lowa Press Association 
Officers of the lowa Press Association 
Lloyd McCutcheon, Sibley Gazette-Tribune 
President 
S. E. Tennant, Colfax Tribune _ 
Vice-President 
Willard D Archie, Shenandoah Sentinel 
Recording Secretary 
J. C. Moore, Winterset Madisonian 
Treasurer 
Don J. Reid, Des Moines . , 
Managing Director 
Duane E Dewel, Algona Advance _ 
Advisory 
Board of Directors: Gordon Aasgaard, Lake 
Mills Graphic; Leslie K. Hull, Waukon Re 
publicen; M. B. Crabbe, Eagle Grove Eagle 
John E. Feuling, New Hampton Tribune; 
James W. Wilson, Carroll Times-Herald; E 
FE. Wessel, New London Journal 


come complicated by the multiplica- 
tion of media and by the scope and 
merchan- 
dising. Thus the newspapers still are 
on the eve of new things, with coop- 


complexities of modern 


eration more urgent than ever, and 
in Smith’s words, “WNR is our only 
hope.” 

Caswell was at work on the legis- 
lative program even before the asso- 
ciation was formed. He scurried about 
the state interviewing publishers on 
the possibilities for uniform rates for 
legal printing. Also, as a state sen- 
ator, he introduced the bill which be- 
came lowa’s law on libel, which per- 
mits a newspaper to offer retraction 
as a mitigation of damages when a 
been committed 


libel has through 


error, and which requires the injured 


person to give the newspaper a 
chance to retract before proceeding 
with action. This has given the news- 
papers relief from a sort of ambulance 
chasing on newspaper errors which 
had prevailed up to that time, 

The thing the association did 40 
years ago that was most assurant of 
success was to hire a field secretary. 
The position became vacant after the 
first summer. Then C. H. J. Mitchell, 
who was the first three-year member 
of the board of directors, “got on my 
horse and went over to Denison and 
persuaded L. take 
This was a fortunate choice. 


Caswell to 
over.” 
Caswell had had 30 years of experi- 
ence in the newspaper business and 
he was already busy on self-assigned 
tasks for the benefit of the profession. 
He held the position for 22 years and 
kept Iowa in leadership among. state 
press associations of the country. 
To a great extent it is true that an 
institution is the lengthened shadow 
of a man. If the association had not 
had Caswell, and had not been able 
to find Don Reid to succeed him, the 
whole success story would have been 
different. Yet we think it is an over- 
simplification to identify the asso 
ciation with the managing director. 
Of course the full-time paid field man 
is the one who devotes most time to 
knows most 
about them. But he must be supported 
by the active, interested cooperation 
of the membership, or there will be 


association affairs and 


no association. In the case of the Iowa 
Press association there apparently has 
been this sort of cooperation through 
the 40 years. Thus, as Reid said, the 
strength of the association is in its 
solidarity. 
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Pres. McCutcheon Says: 


By Lloyd A. McCutcheon 


President, lowa Press Association 


¥% As this is being written the memory 
of the 40th annual convention of the 
Jowa Press association at Des Moines 
on April 14, 15 and 16 is still fresh, 
Comments as the convention closed 
indicated that, from beginning to end, 
it was one of the most successful in 
the long history of the newspaper 
association, 

Managing Director Don and Presi 
dent Duane deserve the thanks and 
praise of the entire membership for 
the fine convention program, as well 
as for the good year the association 
has enjoyed, 

Wonderful cooperation at the con 
vention was received from the organ 
izations and machinery and supply 
firms that provided the ladies dinner, 
the buffet dinner for the publishers 
and the refreshments at the open 
house Thursday evening. The Greates 
Des Moines committee again ban 
queted the organization on Friday 
evening. This is always one of the 
highlights of the convention. 

Two hundred and _ sixteen news 
papers were registered for the con 
vention. This is the largest number 
in the association's history, New highs 
were set at the ladies dinner on 
Thursday evening with 85 present 
and at the past president's luncheon 
which was Friday noon with an at 
tendance of 304. Five hundred thirty 
six were present at the banquet Fri 
day evening. 

Since my being named president of 
the Iowa Press association numerous 
people have remarked about — the 
amount of time and work that would 
be required, To me this is a failure of 
many to understand the operation of 
the IPA. The position is largely one 
of honor. 

The Iowa Press association is oper 
ated under the guidance of the man 
aging director, Don Reid. Officers 
and directors act largely in an ad 
capacity, with the 
divided among the entire board 


visory duties 


Many other publishers have been 
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called upon and willingly assisted in 
the work. 

he success of the Lowa Press asso 
ciation has come from the coope ration 
of all of its members working togeth 
er as a team under their coach, Don 
Reid. It will be a pleasure to work 
with this group during the coming 
year, 

° ° 

After the Saturday noon board din 
ner, John Burrows quietly took his 
member of — the 
board. John has taken active part in 
IPA attairs for ten years and | will 


leave as ady ISOTY 


miss the associations | have had with 
him in recent years, 

Indications are that lowa will be 
represented at the convention of th 
National — Editorial 
Janth, Canada, June 16 to 19, by a 


association at 


sizable group of me Wspaper people 
Many of them will assemble at Min 
neapolis on June l4 to travel by 
train. A few will drive their automo 
biles. If you possibly can, it will pay 
you to attend, and you will enjoy a 


beautiful vacation spot 


Catholic Messenger 
Operates Own Press 


The Catholic 
paper, put into operation its own 
press in the Sharon Building, Daven 
port, March 31. The press and build 


ing were acquired last year 


Mi ssenger diocesan 


The Messenger press is a 32-page 
four-unit Scott Speed King sing! 
width press equipped with Jones auto 
matic tensions, electric hoist, rubber 
covered rollers and  60-horse power 
Cline-Westinghouse drive with con 
220 volts, three 
phase, 60-cycle current. The stereo 


trols to operate on 


type equipment consists of a Pony 
autoplate one 3 500 pound capacity 
furnace with pump and spout, and 26 
chases with a Sta-Hi mat-former 
Capacity of the pre the first 
owned by the Messenger in its 73 


year history, is 14,000 papers an hou 


a 


Dawn Fire Hits 
Oelwein Register; 


Paper Out at 5:30 


At 4:15 a.m., March 18, a fire was 
discovered at the Oelwein Daily Reg 
ister which subsequently did $50,000 
damage. Files and type were de- 
stroved, mats and machines were 
damaged, and both teletypes burned 
out. Yet the Register was on the 
streets by 5:30 p.m, with a six page 
edition, and in the five following 
days, 48 more pages were published. 

Credit tor the continued publi 
cation is largely due to “good Samar 
itans’ in and ‘out of the profession, 
the Register said in a series of front 
page arty les Among those esper ially 
cited by the Register were Reeves 
Hall publisher — of 


newspapers; Leo Miller, manager ol 


Independence c 


the Miller Printing company, Inde 
pende nee; Victor Gallo publisher ol 
the Clayton County Press Journal, 
Strawberry Point 

Others to whom the Register gave 
thanks were publisher Fred Grawe of 
the Waverly new spapers; James Hey 
el publishes of the Sumner Gazette 
Robert MeCoy 


the Waterloo Courier; Howard Cross 


general manager of 
owner of Cross Printerie; Robert 
Woodward publisher of the Dubuque 
Tele graph Herald 

Among the many others who 
offered the use of their equipment 
were the West Union Fayette County 
Union and the Fayette Leader 

As a result of the fire the Register 
lost a consignment of me wsprint, two 
Linotypes—models 5 and 8—were a 
comple te loss, and fire and water 
damage to other machines and the 
Goss press was extensive, Cost of 
parts alone on the Model 14 Linotype 
totaled $3000 and the Register re 
ported that parts and labor to repa 
Oshel’s large No. 26 “will run to two 
or three times that amount.’ 

Fire and water damage forced the 
news staff and mailing departments 
to move to another building. The 
commercial printing department was 
not damaged, however, as firemen 
confined the blaze to the basement 
ind first floor of the two-story build 
ing. The second floor is used for stor 
ive with offices on the first floor and 
machinery in the basement 

Lew Warren, owner and publisher, 


said the loss was fully insured. 
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Freese, Lundquist 


Two lowa Press Women 


Get Grand Merit Award 


Two lowa newspaperwomen  re- 
1955 Merit 


Award,” presented by lowa Press 


ceived — the “Grand 
Women for outstanding accomplish- 
ment in journalism, at the luncheon 
of the lowa Press association in Des 
Moines, April 15. 

Mrs. Louise Sammons Freese of the 
Sioux City Journal-Tribune and Mrs. 
Vernon Lundquist of the weekly An- 
thon Herald were the recipients. 

The first “Grand Merit Awards” 
were presented last year to Jeannette 
Stein, Ottumwa Courier, and Mrs. 
Carl Hogendorn, North English 
Record, The awards are made for out- 
standing contributions to the profes- 
sion of journalism with emphasis on 
“capability, character and citizen- 
ship.” 


Violet Ebb Lundquist 


Violet Ebb Lundquist, a native of 
Bristol, Conn., was graduated from 
the Burnside, la., high school, com- 
pleted the public school music course 
at Augustana college, Rock Island, 
Ill., and later attended the State Uni 
versity of Lowa. 

After her marriage to Vernon 
Lundquist of Gowrie, Ila., they pur- 
chased a weekly newspaper at War- 
saw, Mo. Ten years ago they bought 
the Anthon, la., Herald which they 
still publish. 

For her editorials and feature 
stories in the Herald Mrs, Lundquist 
has won many state awards and two 
national contests. She has been cited 
in the lowa Press Women’s contests 
for “versatility as a journalist.” Her 
articles have appeared in three na- 
tional magazines and her editorials 
are widely quoted in lowa news- 
papers. She contributes book reviews 
regularly to the Sioux City Sunday 
Journal. 

For her efforts in behalf of the 
Anthon fire department she was 
named honorary fire chief and_pre- 
sented with a badge. Similarly for 
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LUNDQUIST 


VIOLET E. 


her promotion of soil conservation 
work in Woodbury county the Wood- 
bury county soil conservation district 
commissioners in 1953 nominated her 
as their representative to the annual 
short course sponsored through the 
Sioux City agriculture 
program, She has been active in pro- 
moting the Iowa Council for Com- 


permanent 


munity Improvement. 

At present Mrs. Lundquist is serv- 
ing as chairman of the Anthon public 
library board of trustees, chairman of 
the Anthon Girl Scout committee, 
publicity chairman for the Woodbury 
county Lowa Federation of Women’s 
clubs, member of the executive com- 
mittee of the Woodbury County 
Tuberculosis and Health association, 
and rural Woodbury county repre- 
sentative on the Sioux City Safety 
Council executive committee. 

Mr. and Mrs. Lundquist are the 
parents of two daughters, Karen, 12, 
and Jane, 6. 

Mrs. Lundquist’s parents, the Rev. 
and Mrs, O. N. Ebb, live at Swedes- 
burg, la. He is a retired Lutheran 
minister. One of her brothers is the 
Rev. Kenneth Ebb, pastor of St. 
John’s Lutheran Church, Essex, Ia. 


Lovise Sammons Freese 


Louise Sammons Freese was born 
in Sioux City, lowa, Nov. 27, 1896. 
She is the daughter of the late Clara 
Sammons father 
founded the Sioux City Journal, and 
of the late William H. Sammons, who 
was associated with the Journal for 
more than 60 years as publisher and 


Perkins, whose 


business manager. 

Mrs. Freese attended public schools 
in Sioux City, was graduated from 
Central High school in 1915, and 
received her B.A. degree from the 
University of Wisconsin in 1920, She 
was later honored by being awarded 
degree, doctor of 
humane letters, by Morningside col- 
lege. 

Mrs. Freese taught physical edu- 
cation before her marriage in 1921. 
During World War I she was a news 
commentator for radio station KSCG, 
She joined the editorial staff of the 
Sioux City Journal eleven years ago 
as a columnist. Her column, “The 
Hour Glass,” appears on the Sunday 
editorial page. Among her other 
duties on the newspaper, Mrs. Freese 


the honorary 


writes a book review column, and 
selects poetry and exchange comment 
from other newspapers. She also illu- 
strates her column with pen and ink 
sketches. 

A member of the Iowa Press Col- 
umnists, Mrs. Freese has served as 
district chairman of that organization 
and vice-president of the Lowa Press 
Women. She has had a poem pub- 
lished in Lyrical lowa, has been hon- 
ored by the Sioux City Business and 
Professional Women’s club by being 
named a “woman of achievement,” is 
the first honorary member chosen by 
the Sioux Chapter of National Sec- 
retaries (in recognition of her writ- 
ings and talks in the interest of 
peace), and was named woman of 
the year by the Agora club of Morn- 
ingside college. 

She is past president of the Sioux 
City Women’s club, of the Business 
and Professional Women’s club, and 
of the City Art Center. She is now a 
member of the executive committee 
of the Plan and Zoning commission, 
of the Sioux City Concert Course, and 
the Art Center. Mrs. Freese is a mem- 
ber of the advisory committee of the 
Christian 
mittee, a member of the advisory 


American Palestine com- 


Committee of Grinnell College Inter- 
national Relations institute, a member 
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LOUISE SAMMONS FREESE 


of the board of directors of the city 
Community Chest, has served as state 
news chairman of the lowa Federa 
tion of Business and Professional 
Women's Clubs, and was a member 
of the City 


committee which was instrumental in 


Managing Sponsoring 
changing Sioux City’s form of govern 
ment from commission form to the 
council-manager type. 

Mrs. Freese was honored at a testi 
monial dinner by the Sioux City Jew 
ish community and presented with a 
certificate showing that her name is 
inscribed in the Golden Book in Jer 
usalem, for interpreting Israel through 
writings and talks throughout the 
midwest, 

She has spoken at many state con 
service clubs and 


ventions, before 


other organizations on journalism 


women's status, international rela 
tions, and many other subjects. 
Mrs. Freese has two daughters 
Louise Julien Goodson and Margaret 
Ann Fischer of Sioux City 


vranddaughters. 


and three 


Receives ‘Bent Cane’ 


From Des Moines Club 

David Archie, editor of The lowan 
received the annual “Bent 
( ane award of the Des Moine S Pre ‘SS 
and) Radio club, tor 
service to the profession David is the 
son of W. D. Archie publisher of the 
Shenandoah Sentinel and The lowan 


magazine 


distinguished 
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Bates Initiated by 
Sigma Delta Chi 
Via Telephone 


Bates, polio-stricken editor 
and publisher of the Bellevue Herald 
was initiated by telephone hookup in 
to the Kent State University chapter 
of Sigma Delta Chi April 10 

Bates ettects of 
polio contracted last August, is a 1946 
vraduate of Kent. His wife 


and their three young sons witnessed 


Tom 


still fighting the 
Jeanne 


the initiation. 
Although still 
crutches, Bates gets out his weekly 


from the 


using braces and 


column and other copy 


“editorial room” set up in his home 


Circulates Views on 
Fractional Voting 


Elmer G. Carlson, editor and pub 
Audubon News-Guide 


and advocate of fractional voting, has 


lisher of the 
circulated a broadside setting forth 
his views and announe neg the winners 
of the Junior Citizen Essay Contest 
sponsored by the Audubon news 
papers 

Fractional voting is a plan which 
would allow 16 to 1S year olds one 
a vote and 18 to 21 year 
olds al halt vote The Vews Guid is 


now conducting a survey of national 


quarter ot 


and state legislators for their views on 


the subject 


Sun Reverts to 
Weekly Publication 


Brice Worthington and KR. KR. Me 
Gregor publishe rs of the Sheldon Sun 
have announced that they are revert 
my to a weekly rather than a 


weekly public ation date 


Earl Hall on Committee 
For Citations 


As a member of the « 
National | 
Editor is 
Mason City 


citations of th 
Press Managing 
Karl Hall of the Globe 
Gazette ha bye commissioned to 
itch for CAC 
Operation an erg 

territ 

Minnesota, North 

Wyoming, Montana 


Koch Speaks at 
Nebraska Meeting 


Herman H 
paper broker, was one of the featured 
ype ikers at the Nebraska press con 
vention held in’ Lincoln last month 


Koch spoke on the 


Koch, Sioux City news 


evaluation of a 
hewspaper s worth 

Koch began his career as a printer s 
town. Hk 
worked for the Sioux City Journal and 
the Sioux City Tribune before striking 
Koch has owned the 
Mapleton Press and had an interest 
in the Spencer Netwes-Herald. In 193 


he operated i trade magazine for the 


devil at Remsen, his home 


out on his Owl 


thsportation in lustry 
During the last five vears he has 
been engaged in the newspaper 


idle al 


s throughout the midwest 


brokerage business and bias 


ile 


Centennial Sections 
Frinted at Summit 


[Two ight page 


Centennial issue of the 


sections of — the 
Forest City 
Summit have 
cording 

issue, The Centennial issue 


LOO pages 


tlready bee al 
April 14 


will con 


notice itt thr 


Benz Is Speaker at 
Nebraska Meeting 


Les 
Universit ol 


low i 


head of the State 

school of jour 
nalismn community Wspuper 
quence Was One of the 


pe ikers at the 


featured 
Nebraska pre ASSO) 
ciations meeting held in Lincoln last 
month 

Mr. Benz, a former president of the 
lowa Pre i 
faculty of the 


joined the 
school of journalism in 
1953 after a long and 
career, He had 


vorter for the 


itive news 
worked as a 
Sioux City Tribune 
and had publi hed the 
Shettield Press and Mitchell Counts 
Pre News 
City in 1953 

A graduate of Morningside college 
Mr. Benz has taken graduate work at 
the State University of lowa and Ohio 
Uy itv. His talk at the Nebraska 
based on his work for 
the State University of lowa 


paper 
rey 
for five years 


before coming to lowa 


Convention Wa 


7 
: 
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Brewer, Sidey, Watt 


Master Editor-Publishers 


Honored at Convention 


Named 
lishers at the annual convention of 
the lowa Press association in Des 
Moines April 14, 15 and 16 were: 

L. O. Brewer, publisher and gen 


lowa master editor-pub- 


eral manager of the Newton Daily 
News. 

Kenneth H, Sidey, publisher of the 
Adair County Free Press. 

Lawrence Barton Watt, publisher 
or the Grinnell Herald-Register. 
Moeller, direc 
tor of the school of journalism of the 


Professor Leslie G. 


State University of Iowa, presented 
the plaques commemorative of the oc- 
casion at the association 


April 15. 
graved plate stating that the recipi 


banquet 
Each plaque bears an en 


ent has “worked hard, lived honor- 
ably, thought soundly, influenced un- 
selfishly and is thus entitled to highest 
honor in his profession.” 


L. O. Brewer 


L. O. Brewer, who this year rounds 
out 51 years of newspaper work, is a 
native lowan, born near Vinton Jan 
1889. He was graduated 
Dows 1907. 
While in high school, he began his 


uary 25, 
from high school in 
newspaper career as a printer's devil 
Advocate. He later 
manager of the Butler 
County Tribune of Alliston, the Du- 
mont Journal, and the Gilman Dis- 
patch In 1917 he joined the Newton 
Daily News staff as city editor. 
During World War I, Mr. Brewer 


served overseas in the air force. He 


on the Dows 


served as 


was discharged in 1919 as a sergeant 
major, 

Returning to the Daily News, 
Brewer established and managed the 
job printing shop, Later, he served as 
associate publisher, and when the 
Daily News became associated with 
Shaw Publications, he became pub- 
lisher and general manager. 
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Mr. Brewer is past president of the 
lowa Daily Press association and a 
past director of the Inland Daily 
Press association, He is past president 
of the 


Newton Chamber of Com- 


LLOYD O. BREWER 


merce, of the Jasper County Red 
Cross, Kiwanis Club, Y.M.C.A., and 
Country club. He was chairman of 
the county centennial committee in 
1946 and has been active in the Am- 
erican Legion. A Republican, he was 
Jasper county chairman for two years, 
In 1954 he was a key member of a 
successful campaign to raise $320,000 
for an important addition to the hos- 
pital. 

Mr. Brewer married Stasia Carey 
1921. Mrs. Brewer died in 
October of 1953 after a long illness. 

The date January 25 has been im- 
portant in his life. He was born on 
that date in 1889, started his print- 
ing career January 25, 1904, and was 
married January 25, 1921. 


Jan, 25, 


Kenneth H. Sidey 


Greenfield, Iowa, and the Adair 
County Free Press, of which he is 
publisher, have always been home to 
Kenneth H. Sidey. He was born into 


both. 


The paper was founded by his 
father, the late Edwin J. Sidey, and 
his grandfather for a time gathered 
news and solicited subscriptions for 
it. As a third-generation newspaper 
man, Mr. Sidey’s earliest memories 
are of a newspaper plant. He and his 
brother John, who has continued in 
the business with him as backshop 
foreman, often slept on piles of news- 
print as children while their parents 
worked to get out the paper. 


As he grew up in the Free Press, 
he learned all phases of the business, 
gathering news and advertising, set- 
ting type and feeding press. When 
the first type-setting machine was 
added to the plant he taught him- 
self to operate and maintain it. 


Later, when the modern trend of 
photo-journalism first began to  in- 
fluence weekly newspapers, the Adair 
County Free Press was one of the first 
weeklies in the state to install its own 


KENNETH H. SIDEY 
photo-engraving plant. Mr. Sidey 
built most of it himself, and taught 
himself the art of making halftone 
engravings. 


During World War I, he served 
overseas in France as a member of 
the Fifth Division. Returning home 
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from the army he studied for short 
periods of time at the 
schools of the 


journalism 
University of Missouri 
but the 
paper con- 


and Northwestern university, 
increasing duties of the 
fined him more and more to Green- 
field. When his father died in 1938 
he became publisher. 

Although the newspaper always has 
made heavy demands on his time and 
energy, Mr. Sidey has 
tated when asked to serve 


never hesi- 
his com- 
munity in other ways. At present he 
is a member of the board of trustees 
of the Adair County Memorial hos- 
pital. He is an elder in the Greenfield 
Presbyterian church and has taught a 
Sunday school class there for years. 

He has served in the past as com- 
mander of the local American Legion 
post and as president of the Green 
field Community Service club, a busi 
nessmen’s organization. During World 
War II he 
man of the local Red Cross chapter. 
He has 


groups for civic improvement. He is 


was home service chair- 


headed many other local 
a 32nd degree Mason. He is a former 
director of the lowa Press association. 

He has passed his enthusiasm for 
newspaper work on to his two sons, 
both of whom recently left reporting 
jobs on the Omaha World-Herald, Ed 
to return home to the Free Press and 
Hugh to take a position with Life 
magazine in New York. 


Lawrence B. Watt 
L. B. Watt, a graduate of Villisca 
High school and Grinnell college, en 


LAWRENCE B. WATT 
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tered the newspaper profession in 
Villisea in 1915 when he bought a 
part interest in the old Villisca Letter 
He later helped consolidate with the 
Villisea Review in partnership with B. 
From 1920 to 1923 he 
was a member of the corporation of 


C. Hullinger. 


the University Publishing company in 
Des Moines. 


In 1923 he went to Storm Lake as 
editor and publisher of the Storm 
Lake Register in association with the 
late E. L. C. White. He later took 
part in another consolidation when 
the Storm Lake Register and the 
Storm Lake Pilot-Tribune, 
by W. C, Jarnagin, were put under 
one roof, 


In 1944, Mr. 
jority interest in the 


published 


Watt bought the ma- 
Grinnell Herald 
which he has 


Register, published 


since that time. 


Mr. Watt served as president of 
the Iowa Press association in 1948-49 
and is a long-time member of the 
association. He is also a member of 
the National Editorial association and 
an honorary member of the Grinnell 
college chapter of Sigma Delta Chi, 
honorary professional journalism fra 
At Grinnell college, his alma 
mater, he 


ternity. 
» has also established the an- 
nual Grinnell Herald-Register award 
for excellence in journalism. 


In 1950 he established a Communi 
ty Improvement Award in Grinnell 
in connection with a community im 


provement program then under way. 


He is a member of the American 
Legion and past commander of the 
Storm Lake post; 
the board of trustees of the 
library in Storm Lake 


Masonic lodge; 


a former member of 
public 
- member of the 
member of the cham 
ber of commerce and past president 
of the Storm Lake club 
the Salvation Army board in Grinnell 
member of the 40 & 8 voiture 
nell; member of the 


member of 


at Grin- 
Greater Grinnell 
and member of the Grin 
nell Methodist church and member of 
the official church 
World War II, he 


bond drive in Buena Vista county 


committee ; 
board. During 


headed the war 


He is married to the former Hazel 
Erickson of Villisca. His three daugh 
ters, all graduates of Iowa State col 
lege, are: Mrs. James (Mary Ellen) 
Collinge of Rochester, N.Y.; Mrs. 
Don (Elizabeth Anne) Elk of Storm 
Lake; and Mrs, A. J. (Dorothy Jean 


ne) Pinder of Crinnell, whose hus 


band is associated with the Grinnell 
Herald-Register. He six 


children, 


grand 


Clif:on Honored by 
Pioneer Lawmakers 


C. C, Clifton, for 32 years a legis 
Moines 


an honor 


lative 
Register, 


reporter for the Des 
has been elected 
ary member of the Pioneer Law 
makers Association of Lowa, 

Arch W. MeFarlane, 
ident of the association explained the 
honor by saying, “We 


retiring pres 


thought it only 
propel and fitting the association vive 
full recognition to a writer who has 
so ably reported the actions of the 


legislature over so long a period.” 


Paul Woods Featured 
As ‘Lively Elder’ 


Paul ©. Woods, editor and publish 
er of the O'Brien Sheldon 
Mail, was featured as one of “Ow 
Lively Elders” in the 
the Des Moines 


Magazine 


county 


April issue of 
Registers Picture 

rhe section is devoted to lowans 
“ot 70 or more who are still active in 


their chosen work.” 


Intertype Installed 

A new Model ¢ Intertype has been 
installed at the plant of the |< flerson 
Bee and Herald. Wt v es a machine 


which had been in operation 37 years 


elro 


WEW YORK, 
wey 


WEWSPAPER SERVICE 
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| 
Designed to make your job easier! 


FRANKLIN PRINTING 
CATALOG 
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Frank Donahue 


of America’s top printers 
Write Today VFor Free Trial! 


PORTE PUBLISHING CO, 
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Works Four-Hour Shift 


Experienced Press Man 
At Ripe Old Age of Two 


If anyone wants an expert on run 
ning an automatic, there’s one in Ells 
worth with almost two years’ experi 
ence 

Hes two years old 

He's been at it all his life; in fact 
he sleeps in the shop. 

He also has a play pen, But when 
his father turns on the light over one 
of the automatics, either the David 
son or the Model A kelly, th» bey 
clamors to be taken out to watch the 
operation, 

His name is Marvin EF. Brown, Jr., 
and he is the son of Mr. and Mrs. 
Marvin E. Brown, publishers of the 
Ellsworth News 

It is, in fact, a newspaper family 
Mrs. Brown puts in 10 or 12 hours a 
day in the shop, and Sophronia, who 
is 13, and Marla Sue, 7, 


their spare time, 


put in all 


Brown himself, so he says, sits with 
his feet on the desk, drinks coffee and 
smokes cigars. His subscribers note 
that he works on Wednesdays. 

Marvin Jr. is beginning with the 
presses. He will sit on a high stool or 
on top of a six-foot step ladder for as 
long as three or four hours at a time 
watching the presses run, 

He is an expert on either end. If 
he is watching the feeder and it runs 
out of paper he will holler and point 
he does not talk much yet. If he is 
watching the delivery end and it piles 
too high he will holler and point for 
the sheets to be taken out—and he 
means all the sheets. If the paper 
jams up and the press doesn't stop he 
raises a great clamor, 

He watches not only the automatics 
but the and the 
folder. And he does not let anyone 


newspaper press 
stand between him and his work, 

He plays with linotype slugs most 
of his time in preference to toys. He 
was taken to the shop when he was a 
baby and has been there almost every 
day since. 


Sophronia, who is in the seventh 
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THAR SHE BLOWS 


_ expert press watcher 


grade, tears down the paper and 
other job work and puts everything 
back into its proper place. She can 
feed the small platen press and run 
the Elliott addressing machine. She is 
now learning to operate the new 
headliner machine for the offset press, 
and she will begin learning the lino 
type this summer. 

This is all in addition to her school 
and church activities. She plays bas 
ketball, is in the band, sings in the 
church choir and attends Sunday 
school and church and M.Y.F. regu- 
larly, and takes part in all other school 
activities that interest her. She has to 
budget her time, to allow for baby 
sitting in the evening when her 
father and mother are at work. 

Marla Sue, age 7, is kept busy tend- 
ing the folder, learning the type cases 
and baby sitting after school, 

Mrs. Brown operates the linotype, 


book 


keeping, feeds the folder, runs the 


does the proofreading and 
addressograph and otherwise puts in 
10 to 12 hours a day in the shop. She 
sandwiches her housework in be- 
tween, with help of the children. 


Sumner Gazette 
Issues Supplement 


The March 19 issue of the Sumner 
Gazette contained an eight-page sup- 
plement devoted to the paper's open 
house and new building. 

The Gazette’s new home is a fire- 
proof structure of brick and concrete 
block. The over-all dimensions of the 
building are 30 by 100 ft. 

In the front section are the main 
office, the editor and publisher's of- 
fice, and the advertising and general 
Seventy feet of the 
building is devoted to the composing 


news offices. 


room. In the basement the casting 
room, furnace room, storage space, 
darkroom, and newspaper vault are 
located. The elevator connecting the 
main floor and the basement has a 
1,500 Ib. capacity and is designed pri- 
marily for moving newsprint. 

In the open house supplement, 
editor James Heyer explained that the 
Gazette building is the result of five 
years planning. “The backshop layout 
took a lot of serious thought,” he 
wrote, “and all of the back office 
staff had a hand in this. Their sug- 
gestions and ideas went into what we 
consider a nearly perfect backshop 
plan from the standpoint of efficiency 
and production.” 

The building was designed by De- 
corah architect Charles Altfillisch. 

Among the innovations in the build- 
ing is the use of sky-domes for light- 
ing. Sky-domes are of plastic, and so 
constructed that they cast light on an 
area four times the size of the dome. 
Supplementing them are forty two- 
tube fluorescent fixtures most of 
which are on individual switches. 

A great amount of excavation was 
necessary to have a basement deep 
enough for plenty of head room and 
still avoid having steps leading up to 
the main floor. 

Construction of the building was 
started last May and was completed 
in October when the printing plant 
and equipment was moved from the 
former location. It took four months 
to complete the moving and make 
final adjustments in the arrangement 
of equipment and supplies. 

Heyer concludes his article with 
this statement: “I like to think that 
we have the finest printing plant in 
this part of the state... . If I had the 
building to do over, | wouldn’t change 


” 


a thing... . 


Tue lowa Pusiisner for May, 1955 


‘ 
i 
ae 
= 
4 


Compilation Covers 


Forty-nine Papers 


By Dan Coffee 


Bureau of Media Service 


Average income and average ex 
pense on 43 Iowa weeklies in 1954 
were slightly higher than shown by 
a survey of 26 newspapers in 1953, 
according to the annual survey by the 
Bureau of Media Service of the State 
University of Iowa school of jour 


nalism. 

Except newspapers 
reporting in the 2,000-2,999 circula- 
tion group, all circulation categories 
showed gain in both income and ex- 


for those 


pense averages. 

Figures reported in the daily group 
were much lower in both income and 
expense than reported last year, It 
should be noted, however, that the 
circulation spread of this year's re 
porting group was much narrower. 

It is impossible to make accurate 
comparison between annual studies 


because the same newspapers do not 
necessarily report each year. The 
trends indicated could be a result of 


different papers reporting from year 


to year. However, the percentage of 


gain or loss in income and expense for 


weekly papers, over those figures re 
ported in 1953, is noted in Table 1. 
Those papers reporting were put 


into six classifications for tabulating 


purposes. They were classified ac 


cording to size of circulation and theit 
weekly, 


status as 
daily. 


twin-weekly or 


TABLE 3 


Circulation 
No. of Average 
Papers Income 


Source of Income 


Local 2 $6,020.55 
National 5 564.70 
Classified 604.65 
Legal i 2,053.17 
TOTAL ADS 8 8556.65 
Circulation 1,719.19 
Job Printing 7 4,685.40 


Miscellaneous 839.50 
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Weekly Income, Expenses Up; Dailies Show Drop 


It should be noted that 
the 


number of papers reporting in each 


all figures 
represent averages ot indicated 
category. This point is especially sig 
nificant in the twin-weekly and daily 


groups in which there was a small 
number of papers reporting and the 
circulation spread was wide 

The tables 


self-explanatory. 


are basic, and as such, 
For purposes ot 


comparison figures in Tables 1 and 2 


are indicated as to a greater or less 


average figure than reported im the 
1953 survey 

Figures reported by several papers 
not used in. the either 


were 


because information was incomplete 


or Shallow or because the circulation 
ot the 


thrown 


reporting paper would have 


averages too tar out of line 


rhe latter was ¢ specially true in com 


piling data on dailies 


Sources of Income on Weeklies Under 1,000 


TABLE | 


Average 


Income and Expense 


gain, loss vain, loss 


Ineome over 1953 Expense over 1953 

weeklies (under 1,000 cir °$14,784.33 13.1 $10,679.58 7.5 
Per cent of income 

13) weeklies (1,000-1,999 346.24 0.4 95,208.10 7 
Per cent of income 67.4 

11 weeklies (2,000-2,999 °° 35.4538, 15 6.6 51 175.06 OS 
Per cent of income ° 02.2 

5 weeklies (3,000-3,999 ) 90,980.42 156 7,456.12 | 
Per cent of income 85.1 

5 twin weeklies OOO-8 500 ) 183.26 $4402.06 
Per cent of income SOS 

6 dailies (3,500-7,000 °° 184,284.64 164,959.51 
Per cent of income 


means higher average than last year 


oe 


means lower average than last 


yeal 


TABLE 2 
Average Circulation and Per Subscriber Income and Expense 


9 weeklies (under 1,000. cir 
( 1,000-1,999 ) 
(2,000-2,999 

000-3.999 

5 twin weeklies (1,000-8,500 
6 dailies (3,500-7,000 ) 


13 weeklies 
1] week lic Ss 


5 weeklies ( 


Means higher iverage than last year 


means lower than last ve 


“ of Total 


Income Source of Income 

10.7 Local 

National 

1.0) Classified 

13.8 Legal 

57.8 POTAL ADS 
11.6 Circulation 

31.6 Job Printing 


Miscellaneou 


\ocraue 


1,702 


Tneonu 


per vine per 


Circulation Subscriber Subscriber 
751 *$19.68 *°$14.22 
551 " 23.64 * 15.94 
507 

5,455 26.31 22.39 
17.95 


TABLE 4 
Sources of Income on Weeklies 1,000-1,999 
Circulation 
No. of Total 
Paper Ineorne Inoome 
$19,280.57 51.5 
5595.10 
16,2 
6 TA 
13 19 545.10 92 
13 $1,149.53 11.2 
12 11,617 1.0 
1] HO5.99 69 


— 
: 
5.6 
21 


TABLE 5 
Sources of Income on Weeklies 2,000-2,999 
Circulation 
No. of Average 

Source of Income Papers Income 
Local $31,403.60 
National 
Classified 
Legal 
TOTAL ADS 
Circulation 
Job Printing 
Miscellaneous 


of Total 
Income 


TABLE 7 
Sources of Income on Twin-Weeklies 1,000-8,500 
Circulation 
No. of Average ‘% of Total 
Source of Income — Papers Income Income 
Local (Only one newspaper reported a figure in this 
category ) 
11,120.03 
4,113.07 
7,947.56 
64,503.44 
12,649.24 
17,220.02 
2,810.56 


National 
Classified 
Legal 
TOTAL ADS 
Circulation 
Job Printing 
Miscellaneous 


AAAASW 


TABLE 9 
Sources of Expense on Weeklies Under 1,000 
Circulation 
No. of Average Yo of Total 
Source of Expense — Papers Expense Expense 
Wages, Salaries, Bonuses 
and Commissions 
Editorial and News 
Advertising Expense 
Cost of Materials 
Circulation Expense 
Building Expense 
Business Office 
Taxes 
Depreciation 


$5,648.01 
772.31 
313,90 
3,068.25 
221.10 
631.95 
919.72 
196.62 
574.61 


=> 


TABLE 11 
Sources of Expense on Weeklies 2,000-2,999 
Circulation 
No. of Average 
Source of Expense — Papers Expense 
Wages, Salaries, Bonuses 


% of Total 
Expense 


and Commissions 10 
Editorial and News 
Advertising Expense 
Cost of Materials 
Circulation Expense 
Building Expense 
Business Office 
Taxes 


$27,418.57 53.5 
1,880.34 3.6 
2,036.67 3.9 

15.9 

2.4 

3.7 

5.8 

1,309.08 2.5 
1,989.66 3.8 


Deprec jation 


TABLE 6 
Sources of Income on Weeklies 3,000-3,999 
Circulation 

No. of Average 

Papers Income 
$41,410.18 
6,850.28 
3,830.74 
5,242.94 
53,260.94 
12,022.01 
17,255.32 
7,042.13 


“ of Total 
Source of Income Income 
Lo« al 
National 
Classified 
Legal 
TOTAL ADS 
Circulation 
Job Printing 
Miscellaneous 


Ul 
“VO 


TABLE 8 
Sources of Income on Dailies 3,500-7,000 Circulation 
No. of Average ‘% of Total 
Source of Income — Papers Income Income 
Local ‘ $92,114.58 
National ‘ 13,244.34 
Classified 18,291.65 
Legal 5,989.01 
TOTAL ADS 124,908.85 
Circulation 44,528.24 


TABLE 10 
Sources of Expense on Weeklies 1,000-1,999 
Circulation 
No. of Average 
Source of Expense — Papers Expense 
Wages, Salaries, Bonuses 


of Total 
Expense 
and Commissions 13 ¢ 
Editorial and News 8 
Advertising Expense 

Cost of Materials 

Circulation Expense 
Building Expense 1,222.56 
Business Office 2,269.72 
Taxes : 953.43 
Depreciation 1,511.86 


$14,095.30 55. 
1,100.24 4. 
1,279.29 
7,533.05 

990.62 


) 
3 


TABLE 12 
Sources of Expense on Weeklies 3,000-3,999 
Circulation 
No. of Average 
Source of Expense — Papers Expense 
Wages, Salaries, Bonuses 


“ of Total 


Expense 


and Commissions 
Editorial and News 
Advertising Expense 
Cost of Materials 


5 $41,488.95 

4 

4 

5 
Circulation Expense 4 

4 

5 

4 


2,333.11 
1,938.37 
17,019.53 
1,187.66 
3,189.49 
4,498.11 
2,757.37 


3,114.63 


row 


ov 


Building Expense 
Business Office 
Taxes 


Depreciation 
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TABLE 13 


Sources of Expense on Twin-Weeklies 1,000-8,500 


Circulation 
No of Average 
Papers 
Bonuses 


Source of Expense 
Wages, Salaries, 

and Commissions 5 
Editorial and News 


xpense 


$48,936.83 


5 3,927.66 
Advertising Expense 4 2,144.07 
Cost of Materials 5 12,969.38 
Circulation Expense 4 1,474.20 
Building Expense 5 2,994.88 
Business Office 4 7,491.86 
Taxes 5 1,795.41 
Depreciation i 2,918.29 


TABLE 14 


Sources of Expense on Dailies 3,500-7,000 Circulation 


No. of Average “« of Total 
% of Total Source of Expense Papers Expense Expense 
Expense W ages Salaric s, Bonuses 
and Commissions 6 $95,541.07 57.9 
57.9 Editorial and News 6 10,546.71 6.3 
1.6 Advertising Expense 6 3.456.586 20 
25 Cost of Materials 5 19,028.26 11.5 
15.3 Circulation pe nse 6 6,174.36 3.7 
1.7 Building Expense 6 5,128.67 3.1 
3.5 Business Office 5 12,283.08 7.4 
S.8 Taxes 5 1,478.68 2.7 
2.1 Depreciation 6 5,097.45 3.0 
3.4 


Four-County Farm 
Reporter Is Lively 


The Big Four Farm Reporter is a 
new and vigorous venture in northeast 
lowa journalism, of which two issues 


already have been circulated, dated 
March and April, 1955. 

The “big four” are Bremer, Butler, 
Floyd and Chickasaw counties, which 


are the publication’s circulation area. 
It is a free circulation paper, going to 
all box holders on rural routes, with 
a circulation of 10,000. 

The publishers — are 
Thomas D. Conklin, publisher of the 
Robert V. 
the 
Nashua is 


editors and 


Nashua Reporter, and 
Fischer, formerly 


lowa Recorder 


publisher of 
at Greene. 
the place of publication, though the 
printing of the April issue was done 


on the web press of the Traer Star 
Clipper. 

The paper has a tabloid format, 16 
pages on newsprint, with five 12-em 
columns, 16 inches deep. Both issues 
well loaded with 


substantial 


are advertising at a 


rate which is not an 


nounced, 
Local farm features, with numerous 
pictures 


are emphasized, There are 


editorials and a “column,” also a 
women’s department under direction 


ot Mrs. 


Make-up is on a magazine basis, with 


Vernice Gersema of Greene. 


large cuts, good typographical dis 
play and plenty of white space 
Gratifying response to the March 
April. “The 
Farm Reporter went into the mails on 
a Monday,” the 
Thursday we had begun receiving let 
ters, all of them thanking us for send 


ing the 


issue was reported in 


editors said, “and by 


paper, and many containing 


suggestions for stories and pictures.” 
asked 


readers to nominate people or farms 


Both issues, in display space, 
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for stories and pictures in answer to 


24 specific questions, beginning as 
follows 
Who operates the largest farm? 
Who 
longest? 


What family 


farm the 


has been on one farm the 


has owned the same 
longest? 
about the 


youngest man actually running 


There was a question 


a farm 
which materialized in the April issue 


in a story about a 19-year-old farmer 


running a 160-acre place, 


Padilla Producer for 
WCCO.-TV Sound Films 


Don Padilla, SUL journalism gradu 
ate and former photographer and pic 
ture editor of the Cedar Rapids Ga 
zette, associated with WCCO 


TV Business Films, a new department 


IS 


of the Minneapolis television station. 

In his position with the firm Padilla 
will be producing and directing sound 
film productions in both black and 


white and in color for industry, busi 


ness and television. 


Any Reporters Here? 


I must admit to a rather low opin 


ion of a speaker who stops in his 
speech to make Inquiry as to wi ther 
there are 
the 

In this situation he is 


50 or 


any newspaper reporters in 
audience, 

willing to 
100 or 200 
not infrequently half of 
But he 


to know 


share his secret with 
listeners 
them women. 


doesn't want 


anybody else about it 
The speaker who is sincere about 
such behavior is indeed a simpleton 


And if 


vive 
give 


he’s using it as a device to 


importance to his remarks, he's 
just plain cheap. 


Earl Hall in “Eye Observing” 


Adds Linotype 

Publisher William Ferguson 
added a Model 14 Linotype to the 
the Glidden Graphic 
He bought it from the Jefferson Bee 
to replace a originally in 
stalled at the Graphic in 1915, 


has 
equipment at 


machine 


Red Oak Sun Sold 


All equipment and stock of the Red 


Oak Sun have been sold to the Ex 
press Publishing company of Red 
Oak The ss, now in its 87th 


year, is published by Thomas D. Mur 
phy 
Mrs. Bonnie Boll, tormer publisher 


of the sident of lowa 


Sun, is a past pres 
Press Women. She retains ownership 
of the 


pied 


building which the Sun occu 


Paid subscribers to the 
the The 


nounced Feb, 23 


Sun now re 


ceive Kpress sale was an 
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